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rounding Drona like the Vasus surrounding Vasava, rushed; 
in battle against Bhimasena. 18 Then Cantanu’s son Bhishma,, 
and that foremost of car- warriors, viz., Kripa, and Bhagadatrta,* 
aftid Sucjarraan, all rushed towards Dhananjaya. 17 And Hridi- 
ki’s son (Kritavarman) and Valhika rushed towards Satyaki 
And king Amvashta placed himself before Abhimanyu. 18 And 
other great car- warriors, 0 king, encountered other great car- 
warriors. Then commenced a fierce battle that was terrible to 
behold. 19 Bnimasena then, 0 king, beholding thy sons, blazed 
up with wrath in that battle, like fire with (a libation of ) 
clarified butter. 90 Thy sons, however, O monarch, covered that 
son of Kunti with their arrows like the clouds drenching the 
mountain-breast in the season of rains. 91 While being (thus) 
oovered in diverse ways by thy sons, 0 king, that hero, possessed 
of the activity of the tiger, licked the corners of his mouth.* 91 
Then, O Bharata, Bhima felled Vyudoroska with a sharp horse- 
shoe-headed arrow. Thereupon that son of thine was deprived 
of life. 98 With another broad-headed arrow, well-tempered 
and sharp, he then felled Kundalin like a lion overthrowing 
a smaller animal. 84 Then, O sire, getting thy (other) sons 
(within reach of his arrows), he took up a number of shafts, 
sharp and well-tempered, and with careful aim speedily shot 
these at them 98 Those shafts, sped by that strong bowman, 
viz., Bhimasena, felled thy sons, those mighty car- warriors, 
from their vehicles. 98 (Those sons of thine that were thus 
slain were) Auadhrishti, and Kundabhedin, and Vairata, and 
Dirghalochana, and Dirghavahu, and Suvahu, and Kanaka- 
dhyaja, 97 While falling down (from their cars), O bull of 
Bharata's race, those heroes looked resplendent like falling 
mango trees variegated with blossoms in the spring. 98 Then 
thy other sons, 0 monarch, fled away, regarding the mighty 
Bhimasena as Death himself." Then, like the clouds pouring 
torrents of rain on the mountain breast, Drona in that battle 
oovered with arrows from every side that hero who was thus 
consuming thy sms. 80 The prowess that we then beheld of 

T — I " - 

< * The Bengal reading, which I adopt, ia gdrdula iva vegavin. The 
reading is cdrdula iva darpitcu.-r T. 
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Kunti'a son was exceedingly wonderful, for t bough bold is 
ebook by Drona, he still slew thy sons.** Indeed, M a ball 
bearetfc a shower of rain falling from alove, Bhima cheerfully 
bore that shower of arrows shot by Drona.** Wonderful, O 
monarch, was the feat that Yrikodara achieved there, for he 
slew thy sons in that battle and resisted Drona the while.** 
Indeed, the elder brother of Arjuna sported amongst those 
heroic sons of thine, like a mighty tiger, O king, among a 
herd of deer ! M As a wolf, staying in the midst of a herd of 
deer, would chase and frighten those animals, so did Vrikodans, 
m that battle, chase and frighten thy sons.** 

“ ‘Meanwhile, Ganga’s sod, and Bhagadstte, and that 
mighty car- warrior, viz., Gautama, began to resist Arjuna, 
that impetuous son of P&ndu.** That Atiratha, baffling with 
his weapons the weapons of those adversaries of his in that 
battle, despatched many prominent heroes of tby army to the 
abode of Death.* 7 Abhimanyu also, with his shafts, deprived 
that renowned and foremost of car-warriors, viz., king Am* 
xftsbta, of bis car.** Deprived of his car and about te ha 
slain by the celebrated son of Subhadra, that king quickly 
jumped down from bis car in shame,* 9 and burled bis sword 
in that battle at the bigh-souled Abhimanyu. Then that 
mighty monarch got up on the car of Hridikfc’a eon, 4 ® Goa* 
versant with all movements in battle, Subhadra ’s sen, that 
•layer of hostile heroes, beholding that sword coursing to* 
wards him, baffled it by tbe celerity of his movements. 4 * See- 
ing that sword thus baffled in that battle by Subhadri’s son, 
loud cries of well done, well done, were, O king, beard among 
tbe troops, 4 * Other warriors headed by Dhrishtadyumna 
battled with thy troops, while thy troops, also, all battled 
with those of the Pandavas. 4 * Then, O Bh&rata, heme was 
the engagement that took place between thine and theirs, 
the combatants smiting one another with great force and 
achieving the most difficult feats. 44 Brave combatants, 0 
sire, seining one another by the hair, fought, using their 
nails and teeth, and fists and knees, 4 * and palms and 
•words, and their well-proportioned arms. And seizing one 
another’s laches, they despatched one another to the abode 
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0 1 Yataa* 45 Sire slew son, and son slew site. Indeed, the 
Combatants fought with one Another, using every limb of 
theirs. 47 Bbeaufciful bows with golden staves, O Bhatata, 
loosened from the grasp of slain warriors, and costly orna? 
moots, 48 and sharp shafts furnished with wings of pure gold 
6t silver ahd washed with oil, looked resplendent (as they lay 
scattered on the field), the latter resembling, in particular, 
snakes that had cast off their slough. 4 * And swords furnished 
with ivory handles decked with gold, and the shields also 
of bowmen, variegated with gold, lay on the field, loosened from 
their grasp. 10 Bearded-darts and axes and swords and javelins* 
all decked With gold, 11 beautiful coats of mail, and heavy and 
short bludgeons, and spiked clubs, and battle-axes, and short 
Arrows, O sire 4 * and elephants' housings of diverse shapes, 
afld yak tails, and fans, lay scattered on the field. 1 * And 
mighty car- warriors lay on the field with diverse kinds of 
Weapons in their hands or beside them, and looking alive 
tllOttgh the breath of life had gone. 414 And men lay on the 
Reid With limbs shattered with maces and heads smashed with 
clubs, or Crushed by elephants, steeds, and cars. 5 * And the 
earth, Strewn in many places with the bodies of slain steeds, 
men, and elephants, looked beautiful, O king, as if strewn 
With hills.* 5 And the field of battle lay covered with fallen 
darts and swords and arrows and lances and scimitars and axes 
and bearded darts and iron crows and battle-axes, 57 and 
spiked clubs and Short arrows and pataghnisf and bodies 
mangled With weapons. 55 And, 0 slayer of foes, covered with 
btood, warriors lay prostrate on the field, some deprived of 
life and, therefore, in the silence of death, and others utter- 
lug low moans. And the earth, Strewn with those bodies, 
presented a variegated sight. 59 And strewn with the arms 
Of strong warriors smeared with sandal paste and decked with 
leathern fences and bracelets, with tapering thighs resembling 


* In the first line of 54, the Bombay reading pragtihy ft is better than 
the Bengal reading vuHjt/a.^ T. 

t Literally, “hundred-slayers supposed to be a kind of rock* 
Ha-T, 
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the trunks of elephants, and with fallen heads, graced with 
gems attached to turbans and with ear-rings, of large-eyed 
combatants, O BhArata, the earth assumed a beautiful sight . 4 *-* 1 
And the field of battle, overspread with blood-dyed coats 
of mail and golden ornaments of many kinds, looked exceed- 
ingly beautiful as if with (scattered) fires of mild flames. 4 * 
And with ornaments of diverse kinds fallen off from their 
places, with bows lying about, with arrows of golden wings 
scattered around , 68 with many broken cars adorned with rows 
of betls, with many slain steeds scattered about covered With 
blood and with their tongues protruding , 64 with bottoms of 
cars, standards, quivers, and banners, with gigantic cotichs, 
belonging to great heroes, of milky whiteness lying about , 61 
and with trunkless elephants lying prostrate, the earth looked 
beautiful like a damsel adorned with diverse kinds of orna- 
ments . 46 And there, with other elephants pierced with lances 
and in great agony, and frequently uttering low moans with 
their trunks , 67 the field of battle looked beautiful as if with 
moving hills. With blankets of diverse hue, and housings of 
elephants , 68 with beautiful hooks falling about having handles 
decked with stones of lapis lazuli, with bells lying about that 
had adorned gigantic elephants , 49 with clean and variegated 
cloths as also skins of the Ranku deer, with beautiful neck? 
chains of elephants, with gold-decked girths , 70 with broken 
engines of diverse kinds, with bearded darts decked with gold, 
with embroidered housings of steeds, embrowned with dust , 74 
with the lopped off arms of cavalry soldiers, decked with 
bracelets and lying about, with polished and sharp lancesr and 
bright swords , 78 with variegated head-gears fallen off (from 
heads) and scattered about, with beautiful crescent-shaped 
arrows decked with gold , 78 with housings of steeds, with skins 
©f the Ranku deer, torn and crushed, with beautiful and costly 
gems that decked the head-gears of kings , 74 with their um- 
brellas lying about and yak tails and fans, with faces, bright 
as the lotus or the moon, of heroic warriors, decked, with 
beautiful ear-rings 74 and graced with well-cut beards, lying 
about and radiant with other ornaments Of gold , 74 the earth 
looked like the firmament bespangled with' planets and 
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stars. Thus, O Bh&rata, the twd armies, viz., thine and 
theirs, encountering each other in battle, crushed each other; 
And after the combatants had beeti fatigued, routed, and 
crushed, 0 Bharata, 77 ’ 78 dark night Set in and the battle 
could no longer be seen. Thereupon both the Kurus and the 
Pandavas withdrew their armies, 79 when that awful night of 
pitchy darkness came. And having withdrawn their troops, 
both the Kurus and the Pandavas took rest for the night* 
retiring to their respective tents/ ” 80 


Section XCVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then king Duryodhana, and Cakuni the 
son of Suvala, and thy son Dus^asana, and the invincible 
Swta8 son (Kama), 1 meeting together, consulted in the follow- 
ing way. How could the sons of Paudu, with their followers, 
be vanquished in battle ? Even this was the subject of their 
consultation. 1 Then king Duryodhana, addressing the Sutad 
eon and the mighty Cakuni, said unto all those counsellors of 
his, 1 — Drona, and Bhishma, and Kripa, and Calya, and Soma- 
dabta’s son, do not resist the Parihas. I do not know what 
the cause is of such conduct (of theirs). 4 Unslain by any of 
these, the Pandavas are destroying my forces. Therefore, O 
Kama, I aYh becoming weaker in strength and my weapons 
also are being exhausted ! # I am deceived by the heroic Pan* 
datfas — they that are incapable of beiug vanquished by the 
very gods ! Doubt filleth my mind as to how, indeed, I shall 
succeed in smiting them in battle ! e — Unto the king who said 
so, 0 great monarch, the Svetas son answered, — Do not grieve, 
.0 chief of the Bharatas ! Even I will do what is agreeable to 
•thee ! 7 Let Cantanus son BhishmA soon withdraw from the 
great battle ! After Gangas son will have withdrawn from 
the fight and laid aside his weapons, 1 I will slay the . Parthas 
along with all the Somakas, in the very * sight of Bhishma r! 
I pledge my troth, 0 king ! 9 Indeed, Bhishma every d&y 
showeth mercy towards the Pandavas. He is, besides, incapable 
of vanquishing those mighty car- warriors. 10 Bhishma is ^roild 
•Of showing liis prowess in battle. He is, 8g»in, very fond .of 
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fight. Why, 0 sire, will he, therefore, vanquish the assem- 
bled Pibdavas (for then the battle will be over) ?“ There- 
fore, repairing without delay to the tent of Bhiehtna, solioifc 
that old and reverend signior to lay aside his weapons, 1 * 
After he will have laid aside his Weapons, 0 Bhirata, think 
the IHtadavas as already stain, with all their friends and kins- 
men, 0 king, by myself alone t 1 *— -Thus addressed by Kama, 
thy son Durvodhana then said unto his brother Dustjftaafis 
these words :**• — See, O t)us<;&sana, without delay that all 
who walk in my train be dressed !** — Having said these 
words, 0 monarch, the king addressed Kama, saying, — Hav- 
ing caused Bhishma, that foremost of men, to consent to this, 1 * 
I Will, without delay, cOme to thee, O chastiser of foes ! After 
Bhishma will have retired from the fight, thou wilt Bmite 
(thO foe) ih battle. 17 -— Then thy son, O monarch, set out with- 
out delay, accompanied by his brothers like He of a hundred 
sacrifices (accompanied) by the gods. 1 * Then his brother 
Dtis^ftsana caused that tiger among kings, endued, besides, 
With the prowess of a tiger, to mount Ori his horse/* Graced 
with bracelets, with diadem ou head, and adorned with other 
ornaments on his arms, O king, thy Son shone brightly as he 
proceeded along the streets.** Smeared with fragrant sandal- 
paste of the hue of the Bhfindi flower and bright as bur- 
nished gold,* 1 and clad in dean vestments, and proceeding 
with the sportive gait of the lion, Dufyodhana looked beauti- 
ful like the Sun of brilliant radiaboe in the firmament.** And 
as that tiger among men prooeeded towards the tent of 
Bhishma, many mighty bowmen, celebrated over the world, 
followed him behind.** And bis brothers also walked ib his 
train, like the celestials walking behind VSeava. And others, 
foremost of men, mounted upon steeds, and others again ob 
elephants, O Bbirata,** and others on ears, sUrroiinded him on 
ell sides. And many amongst those that wished him well, 
taking Up arms for the protection of his royal self,** appeared 
there in large bodies, like the celestials Surrounding Cakra 
Ib heaven. The mighty chief of the -.Kurus, adored by all 
the Kauravas,** thU8 proceeded, O king, towards the quarters 
4t the renowned eon of Gangt. Em followed and surrounded 
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>y his uterine brothers,* 7 he proceeded, often rasing his 
right arm, massive and resembliug the trunk of an elephant 
and capable of resisting all foes. And with that arm of 
his, he accepted the regards that were paid to him from all 
sides by bystanders who stood raising towards him their joined 
hands. And he heard, as he journeyed, the sweet voices of 
the natives of diverse realms.* 1 "** Of great fame, he was 
eulogised by herds and eulogists. And in return that great 
king pud his regards unto them all. 10 And many bigh-souled 
parsons stood around him with lighted lamps of gold fed 
with fragrant oil.* 1 And surrounded with those golden lamps, 
the king looked radiant like the Moon attended by the biasing 
planets around him.** And ( attendants ) with head-gears 
deeked with gold, having canes and Jharj haras in hand, 
softly caused the crowd all around to make way.** The king 
then, having reached the excellent quarters of Bbishma, 
alighted from his horse. And arrived at Bhishma’s presence, 
that ruler of men* 4 saluted Bhishma and then sat himself 
down on an excellent seat that was made of gold, beautiful 
throughout and overlaid with a rich coverlet.** With hands 
joined, eyes bathed in tears, and voice choked in grief, he 
then addressed Bhishma, saying, — Taking thy protection in 
this battle, O slayer of foes, we M ventured to vanquish the 
very gods and the A suras with Iadra at their head. What 
shall I say, therefore, of the sons of Fandu, heroic though 
they be, with their kinsmen and friends ?* T Therefore, O 
sou of Gangi, it behoveth thee, O lord, to show me mercy ! 
Slay the brave sons of Pandu like Mahendra slaying the 
B&navaa /**— I will slay, O king, all the Somakas and the 
Panch&las and the Karushas along with the Kekayas, 0 Bh»- 
r*ta 1*'— '(These were thy words to me !) Bet these words 
become true 1 Slay the assembled Parthas, and those mighty 
bowmen, via., the Somakas ! Make thy words true, O Bhfc- 
rata ! 4# If from kindness (for the P&ndavas), O king, or from 
thy hatred of my unfortunate self, thou sparest the Pfcn- 
davas, 41 then permit Kama, that ornament of battle, to 
tight 1 He will vanquish in battle the Parthas with all their 
friends and kinsmen ! 4 *— The king, thy son Duryodhana, 



SCO 


- mahabharata. 


[Bhishha. 


having said this, shut his lips without saying anything more 
to Bhishma of terrible prowess/ ”* 48 

Section XCIX. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘The high-souled Bhishma, deeply pierced 
with wordy daggers by thy son, became filled with great grief. 
But he said not a single disagreeable word in reply/ Indeed, 
mangled by those wordy daggers, and filled with grief and 
rage, he sighed like a snake and reflected (in silence) for a 
long while.f* Raising his eyes then, and as if consuming, 
from wrath, the world with the celestials, the Asuras, and 
the Gcundharvas , that foremost of persons conversant with 
the world,* then addressed thy son aud said unto him these 
tranquil words : — Way, 0 Duryo ihana, dost thou pierce me 
thus with thy wordy daggers ? 4 I always endeavour to the 
utmost of my might to achieve, and do achieve, what is for 
thy good ! Indeed, from desire of doing what is agreeable 
to thee, I am prepared to cast away my life in battle !* (The 
Pandavas are really invincible). When the brave son of 
Pandu gratified Agni in (the forest of ) Khandava, having 
vanquished Cakra himself in battle, even that is a sufficient 
indication.!* when, O mighty-armed one, the same son of 
Pandu rescued thee while thou wert being led away a captive 
by the Gandharvas, even that is a sufficient indication/ On 
that occasion, O lord, thy brave uteriue brothers had all fled, 
as also Radha’s son of the Swta caste. That (rescue, there- 
fore, by Arjuna) is a sufficient indication. 8 In Vir&ta’s city, 
•alone he fell upon all of us united together ! That is a suffi- 


* In numbering the verses in this Section I have followed the 
Bombay edition. The fact is, in the Bengal texts, this Section is made 
io consist of 42 dokas, the 6th and the 42nd being both taken at consist* 
ing of three lines. Hence the difference. — T. 

4 In the Bengal texts, the second line of the 2nd verse is printed 
as the 2nd of the 1st verse. There can be no doubt that the Bombay 
text is correct. — T. 

t Some of the Bengal -texts, in the first line .of the 6th, -iucorrectliy 
l fatrun for gakram.—T, t -r 
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cient indication. 9 Vanquishing in battle both Drona and my- 
self excited with rage, he took away our robes. That is a 
sufficient indication. 10 On that occasion, of old, of the 
seizure of kine, he vanquished that mighty bowman the son 
of Drona, andCaradwat also. That is a sufficient indication. 11 
Having vanquished Kama also who is ever boastful of his 
manliness, he gave the latter’s robes unto Uttara. That is a 
sufficient indication. 18 The son of Pritha defeated in battle 
the Nivatakavachas who were incapable of defeat by Vasava 
himself. That is a sufficient indication. 18 Who, indeed, is 
capable of vanquishing in battle the son of Pandu by force, 
him, viz ., that hath for his protector the Protector of the 
Universe armed with conch, discus, and mace ? 14 Vasudeva 
is possessed of infinite power, and is the Destroyer of the 
Universe. He is the highest Lord of all, the God of gods, the 
Supreme Soul, and eternal ! l# He hath been variously des- 
cribed, O king, by Narada and other great Rishis . In conse- 
quence of thy folly, however, O Suyodhana, thou knowest 
not what should be said and what should not ! 18 ✓ The man on 
the point of death beholdeth all trees to be made of gold. So 
thou also, O son of GAndhAri, seest everything inverted. 11 
Having provoked fierce hostilities with the FAndavas and the 
Srinjayas, fight now (thyself ) with them in battle 1 Let 
us see thee act like a man ! 18 As regards myself, I will, O 
tiger among men, slay all the Somakas and the PAnch&las 
assembled together, avoiding Cikhandin alone. 19 Slain by 
them in batttle, I will go to Yama’s abode, or, slaying them 
in battle, I will give thee joy l 80 Cikhandin was bora in Dru- 
pada’s palace as a female at first. She became a male in con- 
sequence of the grant of a boon. After all, however, she is 
Cikhandini. 84 Him I will not slay even if I have to lose my 
life, O Bharata ! She is the same Cikhandini that the Creator 
had first made her. 8 * Pass the night in happy sleep, O son 
of Gindhari ! Tomorrow I will fight a fierce battle about 
which men will speak as long as the world lasts i 88 — Thus 
addressed by him, thy son, 0 monarch, came away. And 
saluting his signior with a bow of the head, he came back 
to his own tent 84 Coming back, the king dismissed his 
- r 46 1 
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attendants. And soon then that destroyer of foes entered 
his abode.* 1 And having entered (his tent), the monarch 
passed the night (in sleep). And when the night dawned, 
rising up, the king ordered all the royal warriors, saying,— 
Draw up the forces ! Today Bhishma, excited with wrath , 
will slay all the Somakas ! — 

“ ‘Hearing those copious lamentations of Duryodhana in 
the night, Bhishma regarded them, 0 king, as commands to 
himself. 18 Filled with great grief and deprecating the status 
of servitude, Cantanu’s son reflected for a long time, thinking 
of an encounter with Arjuna in battle. 19 Understanding from 
signs that Ganga’s son had been thinking of that, Duryo- 
dhana, O king, commanded Duss&sana, saying, 80 — O Dus^S- 
sana, let cars be quickly appointed for protecting Bhishma ! 
Let all the two and twenty divisions (of our army) be urged 
on ! 81 That hath now come about which we had been think- 
ing for a series of years, viz., the slaughter of the P&ndavas 
with all their troops and the acquisition (by ourselves) of 
the kingdom ! 81 In this matter, I think, the protection of 
Bhishma is our foremost duty. Protected by us, he will 
protect us and slay the Parthas in battle l* 8 Of cleansed soul, 
he said unto me, — I will not slay Qikhandin. He was a 
female before , 0 king, and , therefore, should be avoided by 
me in battle !** The world knoweth , 0 thou of mighty arms, 
that from desire of doing good to my father, I formerly 
gave up a swelling kingdom / if I will not , therefore , slay 
in battle, 0 foremost of men , any female or anybody that 
was a female before ! This that I tell thee is true /*• This 
Qikhandi, 0 king , was first bom a female . Thou hast 
heard that story ! She was born as Qikhandini after the 
manner I told thee before the battle began} 1 Taking her 
birth as a daughter she hath become a man . Indeed, she 
will fight with me, but I will never shoot my arrows at her} $ 
As regards all other Kshatriyas desirous of victory to the 
P&ndavas, 0 sire, whom I may get within my reach on the 
field of battle, I wiU slay them V — These were the words 
that Gang& s son acquainted with the seriptufes* that chief of 
Bbarata’s race, said unto me ! Therefore, with my wbol* 
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soul I think that protecting the son of Qangi is our foremost 
duty. 40 The very wolf may slay the lion left unprotected 
in the great forest 1 Let not Gangi/s son be slain by Cikhan- 
din like the lion slain by the wolf l 41 Let our maternal uncle 
Cakuni, and Galya, and Kripa, and Drona, and VivingQati, 
carefully protect the son of Ganga. If he is protected, (our) 
victory is certain ! 49 ~ 

u ‘Hearing these words of Duryodhana, they all surrounded 
Ganga’s son with a large division of cars. 4 * And thy sons 
also, taking up their position around Bhishma, proceeded to 
battle. And they all went, shaking the earth and the welkin, 
and causing fear’ in the hearts of the Pandavas. 44 The mighty 
car-warriors (of the Kaurava army), supported by those cars 
and elephants, and clad in mail, stood in battle, surrounding 
Bhishma. 44 And all of them took up their positions for 
protecting that mighty car-warrior like the celestials in the 
battle between themselves and the Asuras for protecting 
the wielder of the thunder-bolt. 4 * Then king Duryodhana 
once more addressing his brother, said, — Yudhamanyu protects 
the left wheel of Arjuna’s car, and Uttamaujas his right 
wheel. 47 And (thus protected) Arjuna protected Cikhandin* 
O Dus^asana, adopt such steps that, protected by P&rtha, 
Cikhandin may not be able to slay Bhishma left unprotected 
by us ! — Hearing these words of his brother, thy son Dus- 
gasana, 4 *" 49 accompanied by the troops, advanced for battle, 
placing Bhishma in the van. Beholding Bhishma (thus) 
surrounded by a large number of cars, 4 ® Arjuna, that fore- 
most of carwarriors, addressed Dhrishtadyumna and said,— 
O prince, place that tiger among men, Cikhandin, today in 
front of Bhishma ! I myself will be his protector, O prince 
of Pinchala !’ * 11 


Section C. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Then Bhishma the son of Cintanu went 
out with the troops. And he disposed his own troops in a 


♦ The last consists of three lines,— T. 
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mighty array called Sarvatobhadra.* 1 Kripa, and Kritavar- 
man, and that mighty car-warrior Caivya, and Gakuni, and 
the ruler of the Sindh us, and Sudakshina the ruler of the 
K&mvojas,* these all, together with Bhishma and thy sons, 
O Bharata, took up their stations in the van of the whole 
army and in the very front of the (Kaurava) array.* Drona 
and Bhuriqravas and Calaya and Bhagadatta, 0 sire, clad in 
mail, took up their position in the right wing of that array. 4 
And A9watth&man, and Somadatta, and those great car* 
warriors, viz ., the two princes of Avanti, accompanied by a 
large force, protected the left wing. 1 Duryodhana, O mon- 
arch, surrounded on all sides by the Trigartas, took up, for 
encountering the F&ndavas, a position in the midst of that 
array.* That foremost of car-warriors, viz ., Alamvusha, and 
that mighty car-warrior, viz., Crutiyush, clad in mail, took 
up their position in the rear of that array, and, therefore, of 
the whole army. 7 Having, O Bharata, on that occasion form- 
ed their array thus, thy warriors, clad in mail, looked like 
scorching fires.* 

“ ‘Then king Yudhishthira, and that son of Pandu, viz., 
Bhimasena, ana the twin sons of M&dri, viz., Nakula and 
Sahadeva,* clad in mail, took up their position in the van of 
that array and, therefore, at the very head of all their troops. 
And Dhrishtadyumna, and Virita, and that mighty car-war- 
rior, viz., Satyaki, 10 — these destroyers of hostile ranks, — stood, 
supported by a large force. And Cikhandin, and Yijaya 
(Aijuna), and the Rakshasa Ghatotkacha, 11 and Chekitana of 
mighty arms, and the valiant Kuntibhoja, stood for battle, 
surrounded by a large force. 1 * And that great bowman Abhi- 
manyu, and the mighty Drupada, and the (five) Kaikeya 
brothers, stood for battle, clad in mail. 1 * Having formed 
their mighty and invincible array thus, the P&ndavas, endued 
with great courage in battle, stood for the fight, clad in mail. 14 


* The Bengal reading dtmand, the last word of the verse, seems to 
be a mistake. The Bombay text gives the right word, whieh is dtnwnag 
(genefcive). Sarvatobhadra seems to have been a kind of square array in 
which the troops faced all the points of the compass.— T. 
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44 ‘Then the kings of thy army, 0 monarch, exerting them- 
selves at their best, accompanied by their forces, and placing 
Bhishma at their van, rushed against the Pirthas in battle/ 9 
Similarly the Pandavas also, O king, headed by Bhimasena, 
and desirous of victory in battle, proceeded, for battling with 
Bhishma. 19 With leonine roars and confused cries, blowing 
their conchs, Krakachas , and cow-horns, beating their drums 
and cymbals and Panavas in thousands,* 17 and uttering terri- 
ble shouts, the Pandavas advanced to battle. With the din of 
our drums and cymbals and conchs and smaller drums, 11 with 
loud leonine roars, and other kinds of shouts, ourselves also, 
replying to the cries of the foe, rushed against him with great 
impetuosity,f x * inflamed with rage. These sounds, mingl- 
ing with one another, produced a tremendous uproar. The 
warriors then, of the two armies, rushing at one another, 
began to strike.* 0 And in consequence of the din produced 
by that encounter, the earth seemed to tremble. And birds, 
uttering fierce cries, hovered in the air.* 1 The Sun, radiant as 
he was when he had risen, became dimmed. And fierce winds 
blew, indicating great terrors.** Frightful jackalls wandered, 
yelling terribly, O king, and foreboding an awful carnage at 
hand.** The quarters seemed, O king, to be ablaze, and 
showers of dust fell from the blue. And a shower fell there, 
of pieces of bones mixed with blood.* 4 And tears fell from the 
eyes of the animals which were all weeping. And filled with 
anxiety, 0 king, these began to urinate and eject the contents 
of their stomachs.* 9 And the loud shouts of battle, 0 bull 
of Bharata’s race, were rendered inaudible by the louder cries 
of Rdkshasas and cannibals.* 6 And jackalls and vultures and 
crows and dogs, uttering diverse kinds of cries, began, O sire, 
to fall and swoop down on the field.* 7 And blazing meteors, 
striking against the Sun’s disc, fell with great celerity on the 

* In the Bengal texts, $avdd* in the first line is vicious. The true 
reading seems to be panlAan, as in the Bombay edition. Then again for 
Kunjar&n (Beng.), the Bombay text reads PuthkarQn which is unques* 
tionably correot. — T. 

t The first line of 13 in the Bengal texts is vicious.— T, 
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earth, foreboding great terrors,” Then those two vast hosts 
belonging to the Pandavas and the Dh&rtarishtras, in course 
of that awful encounter, shook in consequence of that tremen- 
dous uproar of conchs and drums, like forests shaken by the 
tempest.” And the noise made by the two armies, both of 
which abounded with kings, elephants, and steeds, and which 
encountered each other in an evil hour, resembled the noise 
made by oceans tossed by the tempest’ ”*° 


Section Cl. 

*Sanjaya said, — ‘Then the noble Abhimanyu of great en- 
ergy* borne by his steeds of a twany hue, rushed at the 
mighty host of Duryodhana, 1 scattering his arrowy showers 
like the clouds pouring torrents of rain, O son of Kura’s 
race, thy warriors, in that battle, were unable to resist that 
slayer of foes, viz., Subhadra’s son, who, excited with wrath 
and possessed of wealth of arms, was then immersed in that 
inexhaustible ocean of ( Kaurava ) forces.*" 9 Death-dealing 
shafts, O king, shot by him in that battle, despatched many 
heroic Kshatriy&s to the regions of the King of the de- 
parted spirits. 4 Indeed, excited with wrath, Subhadra’s son 
in that battle shot fierce and blazing arrows in profusion that 
resembled snakes of virulent poison or rods of Death himself* 1 
And Phalguna’s son speedily split into fragments car-warriors 
with their cars, steeds with their riders, and elephant-war- 
riors along with the huge animals they rode. 9 And the rulers 
of the earth, filled with joy, applauded those mighty feats 
in battle and praised him also that achieved them. 9 And the 
son of Subhadra, O Bharata, tossed those divisions (of the 
Kaurava army) like the tempest tossing a heap of ootton on 
all sides in the welkin. 9 Routed by him, O Bharata, thy 
troops failed to find a protector, like elephants sunk in a 
slough. 9 Then, 0 best of men, having routed all thy troops, 
Abhimanyu stood, 0 king, like a blazing fire without a curl 
of smoke. 10 Indeed, O king, thy warriors were incapable of 
bearing that slayer of foes, like insects impelled by fate 
unable to bear a blazing fire . 11 That mighty oar-warrior and 
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great bowman, having struck all the foes of the P&ndavas, 
looked at that moment like Vasava himself armed with the 
thunder. 11 And his bow, the back of whose staff was decked 
with gold, as it moved on every side, seemed, O king, like 
the lightning’s flash as it sports amid the clouds. 11 And well* 
tempered and sharp shafts came from his bowstring in that 
battle like flights of bees, O king, from a blossoming tree in 
the forest. 14 And as the high-souled son of Subhadra career- 
ed on the field on his car whose limbs were decked with gold, 
people were incapable of finding an opportunity (for striking 
him). 11 Confounding Kripa and Drona and mighty son of 
Drona, as also the ruler of the Sindhus, that great bowman 
moved on the field of battle with great activity and skill. 11 
As he consumed thy troops, 0 Bharata, I beheld his bow 
incessantly drawn to a circle and resembling on that account 
the circular halo of light that is sometimes seen around the 
Sun. 11 Brave Kshatriyas, beholding him endued with such 
activity and scorching the foe thus, thought, in consequence 
of those feats, that the world contained two Phalgunas. 11 
Indeed, O king, the vast host of the Bharatas, afflicted by 
him, reeled hither and thither like a woman drunk witht 
wine. 11 Routing that large army and causing many mighty 
car-warriors to tremble, he gladdened his friends like Vasava 
(gladdening the celestials) after vanquishing Maya. 10 And 
while being routed by him in that battle, thy troops uttered 
loud exclamations of woe that resembled the roar of the 
clouds. 11 Hearing that awful wail of thy troops, O Bhirata, 
that resembled the roar of the very sea at full tide when 
agitated by the winds, 11 Duryodhana then, O king, addressed 
the son of Rishya$ringa and said,— This AbhimaUyu singly, O' 
thou of mighty arms, like a second Phalguna, 1 ? routeth front 
rage (ray) army like Yritra routing the celfstial host. I do not 
see any other efficacious medicine for him in battle 14 than 
thyself, O best of RdhshaaoSy that art well-skiHed in every 
science. Therefore, go speedily and slay the heroic son of 
Subhadra in battle ! ## As regards ourselves, headed by Bhish* 
ma and Drona, we will slay Pirfcha himself ! — Tnus addressed, 
the mighty and valiant Rdtehasa** speedily Went to battle at 
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the command of thy son, uttering loud roars like the clouds 
themselves in the season of rains. 87 And in consequence of 
that loud noise, O king, the vast host of the Pandavas trem- 
bled throughout like the ocean when agitated by the wind, 98 
And many combatants, 0 king, terrified by those roars, giving 
up dear life, fell prostrate on the earth. 88 Filled with joy and 
taking up his bow with arrow fixed on the string, and ap- 
parently dancing on the terrace of his car, that Rdkshasa 
proceeded against Abhimanyu himself. 80 Then the angry 
Rdkshasa, having in that battle got Arj una’s son within reach, 
began to rout his ranks, — even those that stood not far from 
him. 81 Indeed, the Rdkshdsa rushed in battle against that 
mighty Pandava host which he began to slaughter, like Vala 
rushing against the celestial host. 88 Attacked in battle by 
that Rdkshasa of terrible mien, the slaughter was very great, 
O sire, that took place amongst those troops. 88 Exhibiting his 
prowess, the Rdkshasa began to rout that vast force of the 
Pandavas, with thousands of arrows. 84 Thus slaughtered by 
that Rdkshasa of terrible visage, the Pandava army fled away 
from excess of fear. 88 Grinding that army like an elephant 
grinding lotus-stalks, the mighty Rdkshasa then rushed in 
battle against the sons of Draupadi. 88 Tnen those great bow- 
men, accomplished in fighting, viz ., the sons of Draupadi, 
rushed towards the Rdlcshasa in battle like five planets rush- 
ing against the Sun. 87 That best of Rdkshasas then was 
afflicted by those brothers endued with great energy, like 
the Moon afflicted by the five planets on the awful occasion 
of the dissolution of the world. 81 Tnen the mighty Prati- 
vindhya quickly pierced the Rdkshasa with whetted shafts 
sharp as battle-axes and furnished with points capable of 
penetrating eyery armour. 88 Thereupon that foremost of 
Rdkshasas, with his armour pierced through, looked like. a 
mass of clouds penetrated by the rays of the Sun. 40 Pierced 
with those shafts furuisned with golden wings, Rishya$rin- 
ga’s son, O king, looked resplendent like a mountain with 
blazing crests. 41 Then those five brothers, in that great 
battle, pierced that foremost of Rdkshasas with (many) whet* 
ted shafts of golden wings. 48 Pierced with those teratie 
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shafts resembling angry snakes, Alamvusha, 0 king, became 
inflamed with rage like the king of the serpents himself. 48 
Deeply pierced, 0 king, within only a few moments, 0 sire, 
by those great car- warriors, the Rdkshasa , much afflicted, 
remained senseless for a long while. 44 Regaining his conscious- 
ness then, and swelling through rage to twice his dimensions, 
he cut off their arrows and standards and bows. 45 And as if 
smiling the while he struck each of them with five arrows. 
Then that mighty Rcikshasa and great car-warrior, Alamvusha, 
Excited with wrath, and as if dancing on the teirace of his 
, car, quickly slew the steeds, and then the charioteers, of tho 9 o 
five illustrious adversaries of his. 46 " 47 And burning with rage 
he once more pierced them with sharp arrows of diverse shapes 
by hundreds and thousands. 48 Then that wanderer of the 
night, viz., the R&lcshasa Alamvusha, having deprived those 
great bowmen of their cars, rushed impetuously at them, 
wishing to despatch them to Yama’s abode. 4 * Beholding them 
(thus) afflicted in battle by that wicked-souled Rdlcshasa, the 
son of Arjuna rushed at him. 80 Then the battle that took 
place between him and the cannibal resembled that between 
Vitra and V&sava. And the mighty car-warriors of thy army, 
as also of the Pandavas, all became spectators of that engage- 
ment, 51 Encountering each other in fierce battle, blazing 
with wrath, endued with great might, and with eyes red in 
rage, 58 each beheld the other in that battle to resemble the 
Yuga fire. And that engagement between them became fierce 
$od awful like that between Cakra and Camvara in days of old 
in the battle between the gods and the Asuras .’ ” ,s 


Section CII. 

“Dhritariishtra said,— ‘How, O Sanjaya, did Alamvusha 
resist in combat the heroic son of Arjuna smiting many of our 
mighty car- warriors in battle V And how also did that slayer 
of hostile heroes, viz., the son of Subhadra, fight with Rishya- 
gringa’s son ? Tell me all this in detail, exactly as it happen- 
ed in that fight !* What also did Bhima, that foremost of 
car-warriors, and the Rdkshasa Ghatotkacha, and Nakula, and 
T 47 1 
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Sahadeva, and the mighty car- warrior Satyaki, and Dhanan* 
jaya, do with wy troops in battle ? Tell me all thie truly,, 
O Sanjaya, for thou art skilled (in narration) ! ,# “* 

“Sanjaya said,— I will presently describe to thee, O sire, 
the awful battle that took place between that foremost of the 
Rakshasas and the sen of Subhadra.* I will also describe to 
thee the prowess that Aijuna put forth in battle, and Bhima- 
sena the son of Pandu, and Nakula, and Sahadeva, as also the 
warriors of thy army headed by Bhishma and Drona, all of 
whom fearlessly achieved wonderful feats of diverse kinds.** 
Alamvusha, uttering loud shouts and repeatedly roaring at 
Abhimanyu, rushed impetuously against that mighty car-war* 
rior in battle, saying, — Wait, Wait ! — Abhimanyu also, re- 
peatedly roaring like a lion, rushed with as great force at 
that mighty bowman, viz ., the son of Rishya^ringa, who was 
an implacable foe of the former's sire. Soon then those two* 
foremost of car-warriors, man and Rakshasa, on their cars, 
encountered each other, like a god and a Danava. That best 
of Rakshasas was endued with powers of illusion, while Phal- 
guna’s son was acquainted with celestial weapons .** 11 Then 
Abhimanyu, O king, pierced Rishyatjring’s son in that battle 
with three sharp shafts and once more with five.** Alamvusha 
also, excited with wrath, speedily pierced Abhimanyu in the 
chest with nine shafts like a guide piercing an elephant with 
hooks , 11 Then, O Bharata, that wanderer of the night, endued 
with great activity, afflicted Arjuna’s son in that combat with 
a thousand arrows . 14 Then Abhimanyu, excited with rage, 
pierced that prince of the Rakshasas in his wide chest with 
nine straight shafts of great sharpness . 11 Piercing through his 
body these penetrated into his very vitals. And that best of 
Rakshasas, his limbs mangled by them, looked beautiful 1 * 
like a mountain overgrown with flowering Kingwkas. Bearing 
those shafts of golden wings on bis body, that mighty 17 prince 
of Rakshasas looked radiant like a mountain on fire. Then 
the vindictive son of Rishya<jringa, inflamed with wrath, cover- 
ed Abhimanyu, who was equal unto Mahendra himself, with 
clouds of winged arrows. Those sharp shafts resembl ing the 
rods of Yama himself, shot by him, 1,-11 pierced Abhimanyu 
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through and entered the earth. And similarly the gold-decked 
arrows shot by Arj una's son ,* 0 piercing Alamvusha through* 
entered the earth. The son of Subbadra then, in that battle, 
with his straight shafts, obliged the RcLkshasa to turn his back 
upon the field, like Gakra repulsing Maya in days of old. 
That scorcher of foes, the Rdkshasa, then, thus repulsed and 
struck repeatedly by his adversary, exhibited his great powers 
of illusion by causing a thick darkness to set in. Then all the 
combatants there, O king, were covered by that darkness.* 1 " 1 * 
Neither could Abhimanyu be seen, nor could friends be dis- 
tinguished from foes in that battle. Abhimanyu, however, 
beholding that thick and awful gloom , 14 invoked into existence, 
O son of Kuru’s race, the blazing solar weapon. Thereupon, 
O king, the universe once more became visible . 11 And thus he 
neutralised the illusion of that wicked Rdksham . Then that 
prince of men, excited with wrath and endued with great 
energy, covered that foremost of R&kskasas in that battle 
with many straight shafts. Diverse other kinds of illusion 
were conjured up there by that Rdlcshasa . 1 *" 17 Conversant 
with all weapons, the son of Phalguna, however, neutralised 
them all. The Rdkshasa then, his illusions all destroyed, 
and himself struck with shafts , 11 abandoned his ear even there, 
and fled away in great fear. After that Rdkshasa addicted 
to unfair fight had been thus vanquished , 19 the son of Arjuna 
began to grind thy troops in battle, like a juice-blind prince 
of wild elephants agitating a lake overgrown with lotus.* w 
Then Bhishma the son of Cantanu, beholding his troops 
routed, covered Subhadra’s son with a thick shower of arrows . 11 
Then many mighty car-warriors of the Dbartarashtra army, 
standing in a ring round that single hero, began to strike 
him forcibly with their shafts . 11 That hero then, who re- 
sembled his sire in prowess and who was equal to Vasu- 
deva in valor and might,* 1 — that foremost of all wielders 
of weapons, — achieved diverse feats in that battle that were 
worthy of both his sire and maternal uncle . 14 Then the heroic 

* The Bengal reading vanya-ndgendra is better than the Bombay read- 
ing gandha-nfigendrt t. As to “juice-blind,” vide note in p. 341 ante.—' T. 



m 






Dbananjaya, excited with wrath and desirous of rescuing his 
son, arrived at that spot where the latter was, slaughtering 
thy troops as he came along. 85 And similarly, 0 king, tby 
sire Devavrata in that battle approached Pirtba like Baku, 
approaching the Sun/ 86 Then thy sons, 0 monarch, supportr 
ed by cars, elephants, and steeds, surrounded Bhishma in 
that battle and protected him from every side. 87 And so 
also the Pandavas, 0 king, clad in mail and surrounding 
Dhananjaya, engaged in fierce battle, 0 bull of Bharate’s 
race. 88 Then Caradwat’s son (Kripa), 0 king, pierced Arjunft 
who was staying in front of Bhishmat with five and twenty 
shafts. 88 Thereupon, like a tiger attacking an elephant# 
JS&tyaki, approaching Kripa, pierced him with many whetted 
shafts from desire of doing what was agreeable to the Pan* 
davas, 40 Goutama in return, excited with wrath, quickly 
pierced him of Madhu’s race in the chest with nine arrows 
winged with the feathers of the Kanka bird. 41 Cini’s grand* 
son also, excited with wrath, and forcibly drawing his bow, 
quickly sped at him an arrow capable of taking his life. 48 
The fiery son of Drona, however, excited with wrath, out in 
twain that arrow as it coursed impetuously towards Kripa, 
resembling Indra’s bolt in effulgence. 48 Thereupon that) 
foremost of car-warriors, viz, Gini’s grandson, abandoning 
Gautama, rushed in battle towards Drona’s son like Bcihii in 
the firmament against the Moon. 44 Drona’s son, however, O 
Bharata, cut Satyaki’s bow in twain. After his bow had 
thus been cut off, the former began to strike the latter with 
his shafts. 48 Satyaki then, taking up another bow capable of 
bearing a great strain and slaughtering the foe, struck Drona’s 
son, 0 king, in the chest and arms with six shafts. 48 Pierced 
therewith and feeling great pain, for a moment he was de* 
privcd of his senses, and he sat down on the terrace of his 
car, catching hold of his flagstaff. 47 Regaining his conscious* 
ness then, the valiant son of Drona, excited with rage, afflicted 

* In Hindu mythology, solar eclipses are caused by R&hu’s attempts 
at swallowing the Sun. For Balm’s enmity to the Sun, vide Adi Parvtm^ 
p. 81. — T. 


V4MU PARVA.] BHISHHA. PABVA. 37 3 

turn of Vrishni’s race in that battle, with one long shaft. 4 * 
That shaft, piercing Cini’s grandson through, entered the 
earth like a vigorous young snake entering its hole in the 
season of spring, 49 And with another broad-headed arrow, 
Drona’s son in that battle cut off the excellent standard of 
S&tyaki. And having achieved this feat he uttered a leonine 
roar. 1 * And once more, 0 Bharata, he covered his adversary 
with a shower of fierce shafts like the clouds, 0 king, covering 
the Sun after summer is past. 11 S&tyaki also, O monarch, 
baffling that arrowy shower, soon covered the son of Drona 
with diverse showers of arrows* 9 * That slayer of hostile 
heroes, viz., the grandson of Cini, freed from that arrowy 
shower like the Sun from the clouds, began to scorch the son 
of Drona (with his energy). 98 Swelling with rage the mighty 
S&tyaki once more covered his foe with a thousand arrows 
and uttered a loud shout. 14 Beholding his son then thus 
afflicted like the Moon by Hahn, the valiant son of Bhara- 
dwaja rushed towards the grandson of Cini. 99 Desirous, O 
king, of rescuing his son who was afflicted by the Vrishni 
hero, Drona, in that great battle, pierced the latter with a 
shaft of exceeding sharpness." Sityaki then, abandoning 
the mighty car- warrior Aqwatthaman, pierced Drona himself 
in that battle with twenty arrows of exceeding sharpness." 
Soon after, that scorcher of foes and mighty car-warrior, viz., 
Kuntis son of immeasurable soul, excited with wrath, rushed 
in that battle against Drona." Then Drona and Fartha en- 
countered each other in fierce combat like the planets Vvdha 
and Qukra, 0 king, in the firmament/ 


Section CIII. 

“Dhritarashtra said,— < 'How did those bulls among men, 
viz., that great bowman Drona, and Dhananjaya the son of 
Pandu, encounter each other in battle t x The son of Pindu 
is ever dear to the wise son of Bharadwija. The preceptor 
also is ever dear to Pritha’s son, 0 Sanjaya :• Both of those 


* Vudha is Venus, and Cukra is Jupiter.— T. 
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oar-warriors delight in battle, and both of them are fierce like 
lions. How, therefore, did Bharadwija’s son and Dhan&njaya, 
both fighting with care encounter each other in battle ?** 
“Sanjaya said,— 'In battle Drona never recognises Pirtha 
as dear to himself. Partha also, keeping a Kshatriya’s duty 
in view, recognises not in battle his preceptor. 4 Kshatriyas, 
O king, never avoid one another in battle. Without showing 
any regard for one other, they fight with sires and brothers. 9 
In that battle, O Bhirata, Partha pierced Drona with three 
shafts. Drona, however, regarded not those shafts shot in 
battle from Parth&’s bow. 1 Indeed, Pirtha once more covered 
the preceptor in the fight with a shower of arrows. Thereupon 
the latter blazed up with wrath like a conflagration in a deep 
forest. 7 Then, O king, Drona soon covered Arjuna in that 
combat with many straight shafts, O Bharata. 8 Then king 
Duryodhana, 0 monarch, despatched Su<;arman for taking up 
the wing of Drona.* Then the ruler of the Trigartas, excited 
with rage and forcibly drawing his bow, covered Partha, O 
king, with a profusion of arrows furnished with iron heads. 18 
Shot by those two warriors, 0 king, the shafts looked beauti- 
ful in the welkin like cranes in the autumnal sky. 11 Those 
shafts, O lord, reaching the son of Kunti, entered his body 
like birds disappearing within a tree bending with a load of 
tasteful fruits. 18 Arjuna then, that foremost of car* warriors, 
uttering a loud roar in that battle, pierced the ruler of the 
Trigartas and his son with his shafts. 18 Pierced by Partha like 
Death himself at the end of the Tuga , they were unwill- 
ing to avoid Partha, resolved as they were on laying down 
their livea 14 And they shot showers of arrows at the car 
of Aijuna. Arjuna, however, received those arrowy show- 
ers with showers of his own, like a mountain, O monarch, 
r ec eivi n g a down-pour from the clouds. And the lightness of 
hand that we then beheld of Vibhatsu was exceedingly wonder- 
ful. 19 " 16 For alone he baffled that unbearable shower of 
arrows shot by many warriors, like the wind alone scattering 
myriads of clouds rushing upon clouds. 17 And at that feat 
of Pirtha, the gods and the Ddnavas (assembled there for 
witnessing the fight) were highly gratified. Then, 0 Bharata, 
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enraged with the Trigarfcas in that battle, Partha 18 shot, O 
king, the Vdyavya weapon against their division. Then arose 
a wind that agitated the welkin , 19 felled many trees, and 
smote down the (hostile) troops. Then Drona, beholding the 
fierce Vdyavya weapon," himself shot an awful weapon call- 
ed the Qaila. And when that weapon, O ruler of men, was 
shot by Drona in that battle, the wind abated and the ten 
quarters became calm. The heroic son of Pandu, however, 
made the car-warriors of the Trigarta division destitute of 
prowess and hope, and caused them to turn their backs on 
, the field. Then Duryodhana and that foremost of car-warriors, 
viz., Kiipa , 91 *" 98 and A9watthaman, and Calya, and Sudakshina 
the ruler of the Kamvojas, and Yinda and Anuvinda of 
Avanti, and Valhika supported by the Valhikas , 94 with a 
large number of cars surrounded Partha on all sides. And 
similarly Bhagadatta also, and the mighty Crutayush , 98 sur- 
rounded Bhima on all sides with an elephant division. And 
Bhurifravas, and Cala, and Suvala’s son, O monarch , 98 began 
to check the twin sons of Madri with showers of bright and 
sharp arrows. Bhishma, however, in that battle, supported 
by the sons of DhritarAshtra with their troops , 97 approaching 
Yudhishthira, surrounded him on all sides. Beholding that 
elephant division coming towards him, Pritha’s son Vriko- 
dara , 98 possessed of great courage, began to lick the corners 
of his mouth like a lion in the forest. Then Bhima, that 
foremost of car- warriors, taking up his mace in that great 
battle , 99 quickly jumped down from his car and struck terror 
into the hearts of thy warriors. Beholding him mace in hand, 
those elephant- warriors 80 in that battle carefully surrounded 
Bbimasena on all sides. Stationed in the midst of those 
elephants, the son of Pandu looked resplendent 11 like the 
Sun in the midst of a mighty mass of clouds. Then that bull 
among the sons of PAndu began with his mace to consume 
that elephant-division 89 like the wind dispelling an huge 
mass of clouds covering the welkin. Those tuskers, while 
i>eiug slaughtered by the mighty Bhimasena , 88 uttered loud 
cries of woe like roaring masses of clouds. With diverse 
scratches (on his person) inflicted by those huge animals with 
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their tusks , 84 the son of PrithS, looked beautiful on the field of 
battle like a flowering Kingvka. Seizing some of the elephants 
by their tusks he deprived them of those weapons. 1 * Wrench* 
ing out the tusks of others, with those very tusks he struck 
them on their frontal globes and felled them in battle like 
the Destroyer himself armed with his rod.** Wielding his 
mace bathed in gore, and himself bespattered with fat and 
marrow and smeared with blood, he looked like Rudra him* 
self . 87 Thus slaughtered by him, the few gigantic elephants 
that remained, ran away on all sides, O king, crushing even 
friendly ranks . 88 And in consequence of those huge elephants 
fleeing away on all sides, Duryodhana’s troops once more, O 
bull of JBharatas race, fled away from the field.’ 

Section CIV. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘At midday, O king, happened a fierce 
battle, fraught with great carnage, between Bhishma and 
the Somakas . 1 Tnat foremost of car-warriors, viz., Ganga's 
son, began to consume the ranks of the Pandavas with keen 
shafts by hundreds and thousands . 8 Thy sire Devavrata be- 
gan to grind those troops like a herd of bulls grinding (with 
their tread) a heap of paddy sheaves . 8 Then Dhrishtadyumna 
and Cikhandin and Virita and Drupada, falling upon Bhishma 
in that battle, struck that mighty car-warrior with numerous 
arrows 4 Bhishma then, having pierced Dhrishtadyumna and 
Virata each with three arrows, sped a long shaft, O Bharata, 
at Drupada . 8 Thus pierced in battle by Bhishma, that grinder 
of foes, those great bowmen became filled with wrath, O king, 
like snakes trod upon (by human feet ). 6 Then Cikhandin 
pierced the grandsire of the Bharatas (with many shafts). 
Of unfading glory, Bhishma, however, regarding his foe as 
a female, struck him not . 7 Dhrishtadyumna then, in that 
battle, blazing up with wrath like fire, struck the grandsirQ 
with three shafts in his arms and chest . 8 And Drupada pierc* 
ed Bhishma with five and twenty shafts, and Virkfca pierced 
him with ten, and Cikhandin with five and twenty.® Deeply 
pierced (with those shafts) he became covered with blood, and 
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looked beautify like a red A goka variegated with flowers. 10 . 
Then the son of Gangi pierced in return, each of them with 
three straight shafts. And then, O sire, he cut off Drupada’s 
bow with a broad-headed arrow. 11 The latter then, taking up> 
another bow, pierced Bhishma with five shafts. And he pierced 
Bhishma’s charioteer also with three sharp shafts on the field 
of battle. 1 * Then the five sons of Draupadi, and the five Kai* 
keya brothers, and Satyaki also of the Satwata race, 18 headed 
by Yudhishthira, all rushed towards Gang&’s son, desirous 
of protecting the Pknchalas headed by DhriBhtadyumna. 1 * 
And so all the warriors of thy army also, 0 king, prepared to 
protect Bhishma, rushed at the head of their troops against 
the Pandava host. 18 And then happened there a fierce general 
engagement between thy army of men, steeds, and elephants, 
and theirs, that increased the population of Yama's kingdom. 10 
And car-warriors falling upon car-warriors despatched one an- 
other to Yama’s abode. And so men and elephant-riders and 
horse-riders, falling upon others (of their class), 17 despatched 
them to the other world with straight shafts. And here and 
there on the field, O monarch, cars, deprived of riders and 
charioteers by means of diverse kinds of fierce shafts, were 
in that battle dragged on all sides over the field. 18 And 
those cars, O king, crushing large numbers of men and steeds 
in that battle, were seen to resemble the wind itself (in speed) 
and vapoury edifices in the firmament (for their picturesque 
forms). 18 And many car-warriors cased in mail and endued 
with great energy, decked with ear-rings and head-gears and 
adorned with garlands and bracelets, and resembling the 
children of the celestials, equal to Cakra himself for prowess 
in battle, surpassing Vaigravana in wealth and Yrihaspati in 
intelligence, ruling over extensive territories, and possessed of 
great heroism, O monarch, deprived of their cars, were seen 
to run hither and thither like ordinary men. 8180 * 88 Huge tuskers' 
also, 0 chief of men, deprived of their skilled riders, ran, crush- 

* In this long sentence I have exactly followed the order of the 
original, with the exception of the phrase “deprived of their cars” 
which occurs as the second word of the 20th verse,— T. 

r 48 i 



ing friendly ranks, and fell down with loud shrieks.** Prodigi- • 
nets elephants looking like newly-risen clouds and rearing also 
like the olouds, were seen to ran in aH directions, deprived of 
their coats of mail. And, O sire, their Chdmarcu and varies 
gated standards, their umbrellas with golden staves, and the 
bright lanees (of tbeir ridersX lay scattered about.** 4 * 1 * And 
elephant-riders, O king, deprived of tbeir elephants, belong- 
ing both to thy army and theirs, were seen to ram (on foot) amid 
that awful press.** And steeds from diverse countries, decked 
with ornaments of gold, were seen, by hundreds and thousands, 
to ran with the speed of the wind.** And horse-riders, de- 
prived of their horses, and armed with swords, were in that 
battle seen to run, or made to ran (by others assailing them).** 
Elephant, meeting with a flying elephant in that dread battle, 
proceeded, quickly crushing foot-soldiers and steeds.*' And, 
similarly, O king, those prodigious creatures crashed many can 
in that battle, and cars also, coming upon fallen steeds, crush- 
ed them (in their course).** And steeds too, in the press ef 
battle, crushed many foot-soldiers, 0 king, (with their hoofs), 
And thus, O monarch, they crushed one another in diverse 
ways.*)*** And in that fierce and awful battle there flowed a 
terrible river of bloody current.** Aud heaps of hows obstruct- 
ed its straight course, and the hair (of slain warriors) formed 
its moss. And (broken) oars formed its lakes, and arrows its 
eddies. And steeds formed its fishes.** And heads (severed 
from trunks) formed its blocks of stone. And it abounded with 
elephants that formed its crocodiles. And coats of mail and 
bead-gears formed its froth. And bows (in the hands of the 
warriors) constituted the speed of its current, and swords its 
tortoises. 14 And banners and standards in profusion formed 
the trees on its bulks. And mortals constituted its banks 
which that river continually ate away. And it abounded with 


* Both the Bombay and the Bengal testa repeat Ctemarau in the 
second line ef 84th. This is certainly erroneous. The Burdwan Pun- 
dits read it tomarait. This is correct— T. 

+ In the second line of 80th, the correct reading is Rath&i (nom. 

plural) and not Ratten. So in the first line of 81st, the word is 
twangfa (nom. plural) and not turangrUn.—T. 
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cannibals that formed its swans. And that stream (instead of 
swelling the oeean with its discharge) swelled the population 
of Tama’s kingdom.** And brave Kshatriyas, — mighty car- 
warriors, — casting off all fear, O king, sought to cross that 
river with the aid of cars, elephants, and steeds that played 
the part of rafts and boats.** And as the river Vaitarani 
beareth all departed spirits towards the domains of the King 
of the Dead, so that river of bloody current bore away alt 
timid men deprived of their senses in a swoon.'* And the 
Kshatriyas, beholding that awful carnage, all exclaimed, say- 
ing, — Alas, through Dnryodhana's fault the Kshatriyas are 
being exterminated /** Why, Oh, DhritarSshtra of sinful 
soul, deluded by avarice, harboured envy for the sons of 
P&ndu, who are graced with numerous virtues /"—Diverse 
exclamations of this kind were heard there, made by one 
another, fraught with the praises of the P&ndavas and cen- 
sure of thy sons.** Hearing then these words uttered by 
all the combatants, thy son Duryodhana, that offender against 
all, 41 addressed Bhishma and Drona and Kripa and Calya, 
O Bh&rata, saying, — Fight ye without boastfulness ! Why 
tarry ye at all ?** — Then the battle was resumed between the 
Kurus and the Pandavas, that fierce battle, O king, caused 
by the match at dice and marked by an awful slaughter. 4 * 
Thou beholdest now, 0 son of Yichitravirya, the dread fruit 
of that rejection by thee (of the counsels of thy friends} 
though warned against it by many illustrious persona!* 4 * 
Neither the sons of Pindu, O king, nor their troops, nor they 
that follow them, nor the Kauravas, show the least regard for 
their lives in battle. 4 * For this reason, O tiger among men, a 
dreadful destruction of kinsmen is taking place, caused either 
by Destiny or by thy evil policy, 0 king !’ ’’ 4 * 


Section CV. 

•Sanjaya said, — *0 tiger among men, Arjuaa sent thoeo 
Kshatriyas that followed Su$arman, to the abode of the King 


* I hare expanded the eriginal a little to make the MBH clear,— T. . 
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of the Dead by means of his whetted shafts. 1 Sugarman> 
Jiowever, in that battle, pierced Par tha with his shafts. And 
he pierced Y&sudeva with seventy; and Arjuna once more 
with nine shafts.* Checking those shafts by means of his 
arrowy showers, that mighty car-warrior, vie., the son of 
Indra, despatched Sugarman’s troops unto Tama’s abode.* 
Those mighty car-warriors, while being slaughtered by Partha 
in that battle as if by Death himself at the end of the Yugctj 
all fled away from the field, O king, struck with panic. 4 Some 
abandoning their steeds, some abandoning, O sire, their cars, 
and others their elephants, fled away in all directions.* Others, 
taking with them- their horses, elephants, and cars, fled away, O 
king, with great speed.* Foot-soldiers, in that dreadful battle, 
throwing aside their weapons, and without any regard for one 
another, fled away hither and thither.* Though forbidden by 
Sugarman the ruler of the Trigartas, and by other foremost 
of kings, they stayed not yet in battle.* Beholding that host 
routed, tby son Duryodhana himself at the bead of the whole 
army and with Bhishma ahead,* attacked Dhananjaya with 
all his vigor, for the sake, 0 king, of (protecting) the life of 
the ruler of the Trigartas.’ 0 Alone he stayed in battle, 
scattering diverse kinds of arrows, supported by all his 
brothers. The rest of the men all fled away. 11 Similarly, 
the Pandavas, O king, clad in mail and with all their vigor, 
proceeded, for the sake of Phalguna, to the spot where Bhish- 
ma was. 1 * Although acquainted with the awful prowess, in 
battle, of the wielder of Gindiva, these yet proceeded with 
loud cries and great bravery to the spot where Bhishma was 
and surrounded him on all sides. 1 * Then the palmyra-banner- 
ed hero covered the P&ndava army, in that battle, with his 
straight shafts. 14 The Sun had reached the meridian, the 
Kauravas, O king, fought with the Pandavas in one confused 
mass. 1 * The heroic Satyaki, having pierced Kritavarman 
with five arrows, stayed in battle, scattering his arrows by 
thousands. 1 * And so king Drupada also, having pierced Drona 
with many whetted shafts, once more pierced him with seventy 
shafts and his charioteer with nine. 17 Bhimasena also, having 
pierced bis great grandsire king Vklhika, uttered a loud roar 
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like a tiger ia the forest. 18 Arj una's son (Abhimanyu), pierced 
by Ohitrasena with many shafts, deeply pierced Chitrasena 
in the chest with three arrows. 19 Engaged with each other 
in battle, those two foremost of men looked resplendent on 
the held like the planets . Venus and Saturn, O king, in the 
firmament.* 80 Then that slayer of foes, viz., the son of Su- 
bhadra, having slain his antagonist’s steeds and charioteer with 
nine arrows, uttered a loud shout. 81 Thereupon that mighty 
car- warrior, ( viz ., Chitrasena,) quickly jumping down from 
that car whose steeds had been slain, mounted 0 king, without 
delay, the car of Durmukha. 88 The valiant Drona, piercing 
Drupada with many straight shafts, quickly pierced the latter's 
charioteer also. 88 Then, O king, Drupada, thus afflicted at 
the head of his troops, retreated by the aid of his fleet steeds, 
recollecting the hostility that existed from days of old (be- 
tween himself and Drona). 84 Bhimasena, within a moment, 
deprived king Valhika of his steeds, car, and charioteer, in 
the very sight of all the troops. 88 Fallen into a situation of 
great danger and with fear in his heart, O king, Valhika, 
that best of men, jumping down from that vehicle, 88 quickly 
mounted upon the car of Lakshmana in that battle. Satyaki, 
having checked Kritavarman in that dreadful battle, 87 fell 
upon the grandsire and rained on him shafts of diverse kinds.*!* 
Piercing the grandsire with sixty whetted shafts winged 
with feathers, 81 he seemed to dance on his car, shaking his 
large bow. The grandsire then hurled at him a mighty dart 
made of iron, 88 decked with gold, endued with great velocity, 
and beautiful as a daughter of the Nagas. Beholding that 
irresistible dart, resembling Death himself, coursing towards 
him, 80 that illustrious warrior of the Vrishni race baffled it 
by the celerity of his movements. Thereupon that fierce 
dart, unable to reach him of the Vrishni race, 81 fell down on 
the earth like a large meteor of blazing splendour. Then he 
of Vrishni’s race, O king, taking up with a firm hand his 

* This is differently read in the Bombay edition. I adopt the Ben* 
gal reading, which is better. — T. 

t Lit. “reached him with shafts &c.”— T. 
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own dart of golden effulgence, burled it at the car of the 
grandsire. That dart, burled in that dreadful battle with the 
strength of Safcyaki’s arms,*** 11 coursed impetuously like the 
fatal night coursing speedily towards a (doomed) man. As it 
eoursed, however, towards him with great force, Bhishma cut 
it in twain, O Bharata,** with a couple of horse-shoe-headed 
arrows of keen-edge, and thereupon it fell down on the earth. 
Having cut that dart, that grinder of foes, viz., Gang&’s son, 
excited with wrath and smiling the while, struck Satyaki in 
the chest with nine arrows. Then the P&ndava warriors, O 
elder brother of Pandu, with their cars, elephants, and 
steeds, surrounded Bhishma in that battle, for the sake 
of rescuing him of Madhu’s race. Then commenced again a 
fierce battle, making the hair to stand on end, between the 
Pandavas and the Kurus both of whom were desirous of 
victory.’ ”* T 


Section CVI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Beholding Bhishma excited with wrath 
in battle, surrounded on all sides by the Pandavas like the 
Sun in the firmament, 0 king, by the clouds at the end of 
summer, 1 Duryodhana, O monarch, addressed Dus$asana, say- 
ing, — This heroic and great bowman Bhishma, this slayer of 
heroes,* hath, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, been surrounded on 
all sides by the brave Pandavas. It is thy duty, O hero, to 
protect that illustrious one !* Protected by us in battle, our 
grandsire Bhishma will slay all the Panch&las along with the 
Pindavas.* The protection of Bhishma, therefore, is, I think, 
our highest duty, for this great bowman of high vows, m&, 
Bhishma, is our protector in return !* Therefore, surrounding 
the grandsire with all our troops, do thou protect him, who al- 


* Both the Bengal and the Bombay printed texts are in fault re- 
garding the word P&ndupurvaja. The Bombay text makes it a nom. 
plural. The Bengal text makes it an accusative singular. There can 

be no doubt that the Burdwan Pundits are right in taking it as a 

vocative.— T. 
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trays achieveth the most difficult feats iu battle !' — Thus 
addressed by Duryodhana, thy son Dus<j5sana, surrounding 
Bhubma with a large force on all sides, took up his 
position.* Then Suvala’s son Cakuni, with hundreds and 
thousands of horsemen having bright spears and swords and 
lances in hand,* and who formed a proud, well-dressed, and 
strong body bearing standards, and who were mingled with 
excellent foot-soldiers that were all well-trained and skilled in 
battle,* began to check Nakula, and Sahadeva, and Yudhish- 
thira the son of P&ndu, surrounding those foremost of men 
.on all sides. 1 * Then king Duryodhana despatched ten thou- 
sand (other) brave horsemen for resisting the Pandavas. 11 
When these rushed, like so many Garudas, towards the enemy 
with great impetuosity, the earth, 0 king, struck with their 
horses hoofs, trembled and uttered a loud noise. 1 * And the 
loud clatter of their hoofs was heard resembling the noise 
made by a large forest, in conflagration, of bamboos on a moun- 
tain. 1 * And as these dashed over the field, there rose a cloud 
of dust, which rising to the welkin shrouded the very Sun. 1 * 
And in consequence of those impetuous steeds, the Pandava 
army was agitated like a large lake with a flight of swans 
suddenly alighting on its bosom. 1 * And in consequence of 
their neighing, nothing else could be heard there. Then king 
Yudhishthira, and the two sons of Pandu by Midri, 1 * quickly 
checked the charge of those horsemen in battle, like the con- 
tinent, O king, bearing the force, at full tide, of the surg- 
ing sea swollen with the waters of the rainy season. Then 
those (three) car-warriors, 0 monarch, with their straight 
shafts, 17 " 1 * cut off the heads of those horse-riders. Slain by 
those strong bowmen, they fell down, O king, ( on the 
earth),* 1 * like mighty elephants tumbling into mountain 
caves, slain by huge compeers. Indeed, coursing all over the 
field, those warriors (of the Pandava army) cut off the heads 
of those cavalry soldiers with sharp bearded darts and straight 
shafts. Struck with swords, those horsemen, O bull of Bha- 


•* In the first line of 19th occurs, in all the texts, a superfluous 
word faraa,— T. 
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rata’s race,* 0- * 1 suffered their heads to drop like tall trees 
dropping their fruits. All over the field, 0 king, steeds along 
with their riders were seen fallen or falling, deprived of life. 
And while being (thus) slaughtered, the steeds, affected with 
panic, fled away,** -1 * like smaller animals desirous of saving 
their lives at sight of the lion. And the P&ndavas, 0 king, 
having vanquished their foes in that great battle,* 4 blew their 
conchs and beat their drums. Then Duryodhana, filled with 
grief on seeing his troops vanquished,** addressed the ruler 
of the Madras, 0 chief of the Bhsratas, and said, — There, the 
eldest son of Pandu, accompanied by the twins in battle,** 
in tby very sight, 0 thou of mighty arms, routeth our troops, 
O lord ! O mighty-armed one, resist him like the continent 
resisting the ocean !* T Thou art exceedingly well-known as 
possessed of might and prowess that are irresistible ! — Hear- 
ing these words of thy son, the valiant Calya** proceeded with 
a large body of cam to the spot where Yudhishthira was. 
Thereupon the son of Pandu began to resist in battle that 
large host of Calya rushing impetuously towards him with 
the force of a mighty wave. And that mighty car-warrior, 
viz., king Yudhishthira the just, in that battle quickly pierc- 
ed the ruler of the Madras in the centre of the chest with ten 
shafts. And Nakula and Sahadeva struck him with seven 
straight shafts.* 9- * 1 The ruler of the Madras then struck each 
of them with three arrows. And once more he pierced Yu r 
dhishthira with sixty sharp-pointed arrows.** And excited with 
wrath he struck each of the sons of Madri also with two shafts. 
Then that vanquisher of foes, the mighty-armed Bhima, be- 
holding the king, in that great battle, staying within reach of 
Calya’s car as if within the very jaws of Death, quickly pro- 
ceeded to Yudhishthira’s side,**"* 4 Then when the Sun, hav- 
ing passed the meridian, was sinking, there commenced a fierce 
and terrible battle (on that part of the field).’ ”** 

Section CVII. 

‘‘Sanjaya said, — ‘Then tby sire, excited with wrath, began 
to strike the Parthas and their troops all around, with excel* 
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lent shafts of great sharpness. 1 And he pierced Bhima with 
twelve shafts, and Satyaki with nine. And having pierced 
Nakula with three shafts, he pierced Sahadeva with seven* 
And he pierced Yudhishthira in the arms and the chest with 
twelve shaft's. And piercing Dhrishtadyumna also, that 
mighty warrior uttered a loud roar.* Him Nakula pierced 
(in return) with twelve shafts, and Satyaki with three. And 
Dhrishtadyumna pierced him with seventy shafts, and Bhima* 
Sena with seven. 4 And Yudhisthira pierced the grandsire in 
return with twelve shafts. Drona (on the other hand), having 
* pierced Satyaki, pierced Bhimasena next.* And he pierced 
each of them with five sharp shafts, each of which resembled 
the rod of Death. Each of those two, however, pierced Drona, 
that bull among Brahmanas, in return, with three straight 
shafts. The Sauviras, the Kitavas, the Easterners, the West- 
erners, the Northerners, the Malavas,'" 7 the Abhishahas, the 
Curasenas, the Civis, and the Vasatis, did not avoid Bhishma 
in battle although they were incessantly slaughtered by hint 
with sharp shafts.* And similarly kings coming from diverse 
countries and armed with diverse weapons, approached the 
P&ndavas (without seeking to avoid them in battle).’ And 
the Pandavas, O king, surrounded the grandsire on all sides. 
Surrounded on all Bides, yet un vanquished by that large body 
of cars, 1 * Bhishma blazed up like a fire in the midst of a forest, 
and consumed his foes. His car was his fire-chamber ; his bow 
constituted the flames (of that fire) ; swords, darts, and maces, 
constituted the fuel ; M his shafts were the sparks (of that fire); 
and Bhishma was himself the fire that consumed the foremost 
of Kshatriyas. Iudeed, with shafts furnished with golden 
wings and vulturine feathers and endued with great energy, 1 * 
with barbed arrows, and nalilcaa, and long shafts, he covered 
the hostile host. And he felled elephants and car-warriors also 
with his sharp shafts. 1 * And he made that large body of cars 
resemble a forest of palmyras shorn of their leafy heads. And 
that mighty-armed warrior, that foremost of all wielders Si 
weapons, 0 king, deprived cars and elephants and steeds of 
their riders in that conflict. And hearing the twang of his 
bowstring and the noise of his palms, loud as the roar of the 
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thunder, all the troops trembled, 0 Bhirata. The shafts of 
thy sire, O bull of Bharata’s race, told on the foe. 1 *”** Indeed, 
shot from Bhishma’s bow they did not strike the coats of 
mail only (but pierced them through). And we beheld, O' 
king, many cars destitute of their brave riders dragged over 
the field of battle, O monarch, by the fleet steeds yoked unto 
them. Fourteen thousand car-warriors, belonging to the 
Chedis, the Ka^is, and the Karushas, of great celebrity and 
noble parentage, prepared to lay down their lives, unretreating 
from the field, and owning excellent standards decked with 
gold, 17 * 19 having met with Bhishma in battle who resembled the 
Destroyer himself with wide-open mouth, all went to the other 
world along with their cars, steeds, and elephants.*® And we 
beheld there, O king, cars by hundreds and thousands, some 
with their Akshas and bottoms broken, and some, O Bharata, 
with broken wheels. 81 And the earth was strewn with cars 
broken along with their wooden fences, with the prostrate 
forms of car-warriors, with shafts, with beautiful but broken 
coats of mail, with axes, 0 monarch ; with maces and short 
arrows and sharp shafts, with bottoms of cars, with quivers 
and broken wheels, O sire, with innumerable bows and scimi- 
tars and heads decked with ear-rings ; with leathern fences 
and gloves and overthrown standards, and with bows broken 
in various parts. And elephants, 0 king, destitute of riders, 
and slain horsemen, 8 *** lay prostrate on the field by hundreds 
and thousands. Those heroic warriors (of the Pandava armyX 
notwithstanding all their efforts, could not rally those car- 
warriors, who, afflicted by the shafts of Bhishma, were fly- 
hag away from the field. Indeed, O king, that mighty host, 
while being slaughtered by Bhishma endued with energy 
equal to that of Indra himself, 88 * 87 broke so completely that 
no two persons fled together. With its cars, elephants, and 
steeds overthrown, and with its standards laid low in profu- 
sion,* 88 the army of the sons of Pandu, deprived of its senses, 
uttered loud exclamations of woe. And at that time, sire slew 


* The last half of the second line of 28th is read incorrectly in the 

Bengal texts.— T. * 
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son, and son slew .sire,*' and friend smote dear friend, impelled 
by fate. And many combatants of the P&ndava army, throw- 
ing aside their armour,** were seen flying in all directions 
with dishevelled hair. Indeed, the P&ndava troops looked like 
bulls running wild in fear, and no longer restrained by the 
yoke.*' Indeed, loud were the exclamations we heard, of woe 
that, they uttered 1 

“ ‘Then that delighter of the Y&davas, beholding the Pan* 
dava army breaking,** reined the excellent car (that he guid- 
ed), and addressing Yibhatsu the son of Prifcha, said, — That 
hour is come, 0 PSrtha, which thou hadst hoped for !* 8 Strike 
now, O tiger among men, or thou wilt be deprived of thy 
senses ! Formerly, 0 hero, thou saidst, 0 Partha, in that con- 
clave of kings in Virata’s city, in the presence also of Sanjaya, 
these words : — I will slay all the warriors of Dhritarashtra’s 
son, all of them with their followers, including Bhishma 
and Drona, that would fight with me in battle ! — O son of 
Kunti, O chastiser of foes, make those words of thine true ! 
Remembering the duty of a Kshatriya, fight, without any 
anxiety ! — Thus addressed by Vasudeva, Arjuna hung down 
his head and looked askance at him. 84 " 87 And Vibhatsu replied 
very unwillingly, saying, — To acquire sovereignty with hell in 
the end, having slain those who should not be slain, 88 or the 
woes of an exile in the woods, — (these are the alternatives) ! 
Which of these should I achieve ? Urge the steeds, O Hrishi- 
ke$a, I will do thy bidding ! 89 I will overthrow the Kuru 
grandsire Bhishma, that invincible warrior ! — Thus asked, 
M&dhava urged those steeds of a silvery hue, 4 * to the spot 
where Bhishma, incapable of being looked at like the Sun 
himself, was staying. Then that large host of Yudhishthira 
rallied and came again to the fight, 41 beholding the mighty- 
armed Partha proceeding for an encounter with Bhishma. 
Then Bhishma, that foremost one among the Kurus, repeated- 
ly roared like a lion. 4 * And he soon covered Dhananjaya’s 
car with a shower of arrows. Within a trice that car of his, 
iftth its steeds and charioteer, 41 became entirely invisible in 
consequence of that thick shower of arrows, Vasudeva, how- 
ever, without fear, mustering patience, and endued with 
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great aotivity 44 urged those steeds mangled with Bhishma’s 
shafts. Then Partha, taking up his celestial bow of twang 
loud as the roar of the clouds, 4 ' caused Bhishma’s bow to 
drop from his hands, cutting it (into fragments) by means of 
bis sharp shafts. Then thy sire, the Euru hero, whose bow 
had thus been cut off, stringed another large bow within the 
twinkling of the eye. Arjuna, however, excited with wrath, 
cut that bow also of his. 4 ** 4 ' The son of Cintanu applauded 
that lightness of hand displayed by Arjuna, saying, — Well 
done, Well done, 0 mighty-armed one ! Well done, 0 eon 
of Kunti /** — Having addressed him thus, Bhishma took up . 
another beautiful bow in that battle, and shot many arrows at 
Partha’s car. 49 And Vasudeva showed great skill in the 
management of steeds, for, displaying the circling motion he 
baffled all those arrows (of Bhishma).'* Mangled with the 
arrows of Bhishma, those two tigers among men looked beauti- 
ful like two angry bulls marked with scratches of horns,* 1 
Then that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the mighty-armed 
Vasudeva of Madhu’s race, beholding that Partha was fighting 
mildly and that Bhishma was incessantly scattering his arrowy 
showers in battle, that, stationed between the two hosts, 
the latter was scorching everything like the Sun himself, 
Bmiting down the foremost of Yudhishthira’s combatants, and, 
in fact, achieving feats on Yudhishthira’s army like unto what 
happeneth at the end of the Yuga, could not any longer bear 
it.'*"* 4 Abandoning then, O sire, Partha’s steeds that looked 
like silver, and filled with wrath, that great lord of Yoga powers 
jumped down from that great car." Repeatedly roaring like 
a lion, the mighty Krishna of great energy and immeasura- 
ble splendour, the Lord of the Universe, with eyes red as 
copper from rage, and having his bare arms alone for his 
weapons, rushed towards Bhishma, whip in hand, desirous of 
slaying him, and seeming to split the universe itself with his 
tread.** - " Beholding Madhava in the vicinity of Bhishma 
and about to fall upon him in that furious battle, the hearts of 
all the combatants seemed to be in a stupor .*" — BhiehiNn 
is slain, Bhishma is slain ! — these loud exclamations were 


■ * The first word of this verse is read variously. — T. 




VADHA PAm.] 


BHISHMA PARVA. 


389 


heard there, 0 king, caused by the fear inspired by Vasudeva." 
Robed in yellow silk, and himself dark as the lapis lazuli, 
Janlrddana, when he pursued Bhishma, looked beautiful as a 
mass of clouds charged with lightning." Like a lion towards 
an elephant, or the leader of a bovine herd upon another of his 
speices, that bull of Madhu’s race, with a loud roar, impetu- 
ously rushed towards Bhishma.' 1 Beholding him of eyes like 
lotus petals (thus) rushing towards him in that battle, Bhishma 
began to fearlessly draw his large bow.'* And with a fearless 
heart he addressed Qovinda, saying, — Come, come, 0 thou of 
eyes like lotus petals ! O God of the gods, I bow to thee l" 
O best of the Satwatas, throw me down today in this great 
battle ! O god, slain by thee in battle, O sinless one,' 4 great 
will be the good done to me, O Krishna, in every respect in 
the world ! Amongst all in the three worlds, great is the 
honor done to me today in battle, 0 Govinda !" Strike me 
as thou pleasest, for I am thy slave, O sinless one ! — Mean- 
while, the mighty-armed Partha, quickly following Kefava 
behind," seized him by encircling him with his two arms. 
That best of male beings, viz., Krishna, of eyes like lotus 
petals, seized by Partha," still proceeded with great speed, 
bearing the latter away with him. The mighty P&rtha, that 
slayer of hostile heroes, however, forcibly catching hold of 
his legs," stopped Hrishikeqa with great difficulty at the tenth 
Btep. Then Arjuna, his dear friend, filled with sorrow, affec- 
tionately addressed Ke 9 ava, who was then sighing like a snake 
and whose eyes were troubled in wrath, saying, — 0 thou of 
mighty arms, stop ! O Ke$ava, it behoveth thee not to make 
those words false which thou hadst spoken before, viz., I will 
•not flight ! — 0 Madhava, people will say that thou art a 
liar !' W1 All this burthen resteth upon me ! I will slay the 
grandsire 1 I swear, 0 Ke$ava, by my weapons, by truth, 
and by my good deeds," that, 0 slayer of foes, I will do all by 
which the destruction of my foes may be achieved ! Behold 
this very day that invincible and mighty car-warrior in the 
act of being thrown down by me," with the greatest ease, 
like the crescent moon at the end of the Yuga (when the 
destruction of the universe comes) ! — Madhava, however, hear- 
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ing these words of the high-souled Phklguna , 74 spoke not a 
word, but in anger once more mounted upon the car. And 
then upon those two tigers among men, when stationed on 
their car, Bhishma the son of C&ntanu once more™ poured his 
arrowy showers like the clouds pouring rain upon the mount- 
ain-breast. Thy sire Devavrata took the lives of the (hostile) 
warriors 7 ' like the Sun sucking with his rays the energies 
of all things during summer. As the Pandavas had been 
breaking the ranks of the Kurus in battle , 77 so thy sire broke 
the Pandava ranks in battle. And the routed soldiers, hope- 
less and heartless , 78 slaughtered in hundreds and thousands by 
Bhishma, were unable to even look at him in that battle, — him 
who resembled the midday Sun blazing in his own splendour l 
Indeed, the Pandavas, afflicted with fear, timidly gazed at 
Bhishma who was then achieving superhuman feats in that 
battle. And the Pindava troops, thus fleeing away, O Bhi- 
rata , 78-81 failed to find a protector, like a herd of kine sunk in 
a slough, or like a shoal of ants while being trod down by a 
strong person. 8 * Indeed, the Pandavas could not, O Bharata, 
look at that mighty car-warrior incapable of being shaken, 
who, furnished with a profusion of shafts, was scorching the 
kings (in the Pandava army), and who in consequence of 
those shafts looked like the blazing Sun shedding his fiery 
rays . 88 And while he was thus grinding the Pandava army, 
the thousand-rayed maker of day repaired to the setting hills, 
land the troops, worn with fatigue, set their hearts on with- 
drawal (from the field).’ ” 84 


Section CVIII. 

“Sanjaya said,— 'While they were battling, the Sun set, O 
Bh&rata, and there came the dread hour of twilight and the 
battle could no longer be seen . 1 Then king Yudhishthira, 
seing that twilight had come and that his own troops, slaught- 
ered by Bhishma, had thrown aside their weapons, and that, 
stricken with fear, and turned off the field, they were seeking 
to fly away, and beholding Bhishma also, that mighty car- 
warrior, excited with wrath and afflicting everybody in the 



VADHA PARVA.] 


BHISHMA PARVA. 


891 


fight, and noticing that the mighty car-warriors of the Soma- 
kas, having been vanquished, had all become cheerless, re* 
fleeted a little, and then ordered the troops to be withdrawn.*** 
Then king Yudhishthira withdrew his forces. And similarly, 
the withdrawal of thy forces also took place at the same time.* 
Then those mighty car-warriors, 0 chief of the Kurus, having 
Withdrawn their forces, entered their tents, themselves man- 
gled in battle. 6 Afflicted by the shafts of Bhishma and re- 
flecting upon that hero's feats in battle, the Pandavas obtain- 
ed no peace of mind. 7 Bhishma also, having vanquished the 
• Pandavas and the Srinjayas in battle, was worshipped by thy 
sons and glorified by them, O Bharata. 8 Accompanied by the 
rejoicing Kurus, he then entered his tent. Night then set 
in, that deprives all creatures of their senses. 9 Then in that 
fierce hour of night, the Pandavas, the Yrishnis, and the 
invincible Srinjayas sat down for a consultation. 10 All those 
mighty persons, skilled in arriving at conclusions in council, 
coolly deliberated about that which was beneficial for them 
in view of their immediate circumstances. 41 Then king Yu- 
dhishthira, having reflected for a long while, said these words, 
casting his eyes on Vasudeva : 18 — Behold, O Krishna, the 
high-souled Bhishma of fierce prowess ! He crusheth my 
troops like an elephant crushing a forest of reeds ! 18 We 
dare not even look at that high-souled warrior. Like a rag- 
ing conflagration he licketh up my troops i 14 The valiant 
Bhishma of keen weapons, when excited with wrath in battle 
and bow in hand shooting his shafts, becometh as fierce as the 
mighty Ndga Takshaka of virulent poison ! Indeed, the 
angry Yama is capable of being vanquished, or even the chief 
of the celestials armed with the thunder, 18 * 16 or Varuna himself, 
noose in hand, or the Lord of the Yakshas armed with mace ! 
But Bhishma, excited with wrath, is incapable of being van- 
quished in battle ! 17 When this is the case, 0 Krishna, I am, 
through the weakness of my understanding, plunged in an 
ocean of grief, having got Bhishma (as a foe) in battle ! 1# 
I will retire into the woods, 0 invincible one ! My exile there 
would be for my benefit. Battle, 0 Krishna, I no longer de- 
sire ! Bhishma slayeth us always ! 19 As an insect, by rushing 
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ioto a blazing fire, meeteth only with death, even so do I rush 
upon Bhishma !*° In putting forth prowess, O thou of Vrishni's 
race, for the sake of ray kingdom, I am, alas, led to destruction ! 
My brave brothers have all been exceedingly afflicted with 
arrows ! #1 In consequence of the affection they bear to 
myself their (eldest) brother, they had to go into the 
woods, deprived of kingdom ! For myself alone, O slayer of 
Madhu, hath Krishna been sunk into such distress I re- 
gard life to be of high value. Indeed, even life now seemeth to 
be difficult of being saved. (If I can save that life), its later 
remnant will I pass in the practice of excellent virtue ! at If, 
with my brothers, 0 Ket^ava, I am worthy of thy favor, tell 
me, O Krishna, what is for my benefit, without contravening 
the duties of my order ! a4 — Hearing these words of his, many 
and (describing the situation) in detail, Krishna, from com- 
passion, said these words in reply, for comforting Yudhish- 
thira, ai — O son of Dharma, O thou that art firm in truth, do 
thou not indulge in sorrow, thou that hast these invincible 
heroes, these slayers of foes, for thy brothers ! ae Arjuna and 
Bhimasena are each endued with the energy of the Wind and 
the Fire. The twin sons of Madri also are each as valiant as 
the Chief of the celestials himself. 27 From the good under- 
standing that exists between us, do thou set me also to this 
task ! Even I, O son of P&ndu, will fight with Bhishma ! 
Directed by thee, O great king, what is there that I may not 
do in great battle !** Challenging that bull among men, viz., 
Bhishma, I will slay him in battle, in the very sight of the 
Dhartarishtras, if Phalguna doth not wish to slay him !*• 
If, O son of Pandu, thou seest victory to be certain on the 
slaughter of the heroic Bhishma, even I, on a single car, will 
slay that aged grandsire of the Kurus ! M Behold, O king, 
my prowess, equal to that of the great Indra, in battle ! I 
will overthrow from his car that warrior who always shooteth 
mighty weapons ! fl He that is an enemy of the sons of 
P&ndu, without doubt, is my enemy also ! They that are 
yours are mine, and so they that are mine are yours ! #a Thy 
brother (Arjuna) is my friend, relative, and disciple. I will, 
0 king, cut off my own flesh and give it away for the sake of 
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Arjuna l 88 And this tiger among men also can lay down his 
life for my sake ! O sire, even this is our understanding, viz., 
that we will protect each other ! 84 Therefore, command me, 

0 king, in what way I am to fight ! Formerly, at Upaplavya, 
Partha had, in the presence of many persons, vowed, saying,— 

1 will slay the son of Gangd. — These words of the intelligent 
Partha should be observed (in practice). 88 ” 86 Indeed, if Partha 
requests me, without doubt I will fulfil that vow. Or, let it 
be the task of Phalguna himself in battle. It is not heavy 
for him. 87 He will slay Bhishma, that subjugator of hostile 

, cities. If excited in battle, Partha can achieve feats that 
are incapable of being achieved by others. 88 Arjuna can slay 
in battle the very gods exerting themselves actively, along 
with the Daityas and the J Ddnavas ! What need be said of 
Bhishma, therefore, O king ? 89 Endued with great energy, 
Bhishma the son of Cantanu is now of perverted judgment. 
Of intelligence decayed, and of little sense, without doubt, 
he knoweth not what he should do ! 40 — 

“ ‘Hearing these words of Krishna, Yudhishthira said,— 
It is even so, O thou of mighty arms, even as thou sayest, O 
thou of Madhu’s race ! All these together are not com- 
petent to bear thy force l 41 I am sure of always having what- 
ever I desire, when, O tiger among men, I have thyself stay- 
ing on my side. 4 * 0 foremost of victorious persons, I would 
conquer the very gods with Indra at their head, when, O 
Govinda, I have thee for my protector! What need I say, 
therefore, of Bhishma though he is a mighty car-warrior ? 4S 
But, O Krishna, I dare not, for my own glorification, falsify 
thy words ! Therefore, O Madhava, as promised before by 
thee, render me aid without fighting for me ! 44 In this battle 
an agreement was made by me with Bhishma. He said , — I 
will give thee counsel, but fight I shall never for thee 48 since 
I shall have to fight for Duryodhana’ s sake ! Know this for 
truth ! — Therefore, 0 lord, Bhishma may give me sovereignty 
by giving me good counsel, 0 Madhava ! 46 Therefore, O slayer 
of Madhu, all of us, accompanied by thee, will once more repair 
unto Devavrata, for asking him about the means of his own 
death. 47 All of us then, 0 best of persons, together going to 
„ [ 50 ] 
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Bhishma without delay, will speedily ask him of Kuru’s race 
his advise, 4 * O Janarddana, he will truly give us beneficial 
counsel ; and, O Krishna, I will do in battle what he will 
say! 4 * Of austere vows, he will give us counsel as also 
victory. We were children and orphans. By him were we 
reared.* 0 O Midhava, him, our aged grandsire, I wish to 
slay, — him, the sire of our sire ! Oh, fie upon the profession 
of a Kshatriya ! — ’* l 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Hearing these words, 0 king, he of 
Vrishni’s race said unto Yudhishthira, — 0 thou of great wisdom,, 
these words of thine, 0 king, are to my taste !** Bhishma, , 
otherwise called Devavrata, is skilled in weapons. With 
only his glances he can consume the foe. Repair unto that son 
of the Ocean-going (Ganga), for asking him about the means 
of his death** Asked by thee, in particular, he will certainly 
say the truth ! We will, therefore, proceed for question- 
ing the Kuru grandsire.* 4 Repairing unto the reverend son 
of Cantanu, we will, 0 Bharata, ask him his advice, and 
according to the advice that he will give us, we will fight with 
the foe.** — Having thus deliberated, 0 elder brother of Pandu, 
the heroic sons of Pandu, and the valiant V&sudeva, all pro- 
ceeded together** towards the abode of Bhishma, casting 
aside their coats of mail a nd weapons. And entering then his 
tent, they all bowed to him, bending their heads.” And 
the sons of Pandu, 0 king, worshipping that bull of Bharata’s 
race, and bowing unto him with their heads, sought his pro- 
tection.** The Kuru grandsire, the mighty-armed Bhishma, 
then addressed them, saying, — Welcome art thou, 0 thou of 
Vrishni’s race ! Welcome art thou, 0 Dhananjaya !*• Wel- 
come to thee, 0 king Yudhishthira the just, and to thee, 0 
Bhima ! Welcome to you also, ye twins 1 What am I to da 
now for enhancing your joy ? 60 Even if it be exceedingly 
difficult of achievement, I will yet do it with all my soul l— 
Unto the son of Ganga who thus repeatedly spoke unto them 
with such affection, 61 king Yudhishthira, with a cheerless heart, 
lovingly said these words : — 0 thou that art conversant with 
everything, how shall we obtain victory, and how shall we 
acquire sovereignty ?** How also may this destruction of 
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creatures be stopped ? Say all this unto me, 0 lord ! Tell us 
the means of thy own death ! e# How, 0 hero, shall we be able 
to bear thee in battle ? O grandsire of the Kurus, thou givesfe 
not thy foes even a minute hole to pick in thee !** Thou art seen 
in battle with thy bow ever drawn to a circle ! When thou 
takest thy shafts, when aimest them, and when drawest the bow 
(for letting them off), no one is able to mark. 61 0 slayer of 
hostile heroes, constantly smiting (as thou dost) cars and 
steeds and men and elephants, we behold thee on thy car, 

0 mighty-armed one, to resemble a second Sun! M What 
, man is there, 0 bull of Bharata’s race, who can venture to 

vanquish thee ! Scattering showers of arrows in battle, and 
causing a great carnage, 67 by thee hath my host been made 
to suffer a great destruction ! Tell me, O grandsire, the 
means by which we may vanquish thee in battle, by which 
sovereignty may be ours, and, lastly, by which my army may 
not have to undergo such destruction ! — Hearing these words, 
Ci-ntanu’s son, O elder brother of PAndu, said unto the son of 
Pandu, M ~ ## — As long as I am alive, O son of Kunti, victory 
cannot be yours in battle, O thou of great wisdom ! Truly 
do I say this unto thee ! 70 After, however, I am vanquished 
in fight, ye may have victory in the battle, ye sons of Fandu t 
If, therefore, ye desire victory in the battle, smite me down 
without delay I 71 I give you permission, ye sons of Pritha, 
strike me as ye please ! That I am thus known to you is what 

1 regard to be a fortunate circumstance.* After I am slain, 
all the rest will be slain. Therefore, do as I bid ! — 7A 

“ ‘Yudhishtbira said,— Tell us the means by which we may 
vanquish thee in battle, thee that art, when excited with 
wrath in the fight, like unto the Destroyer himself armed 
with mace i 7# The wielder of the thunder-bolt may be van- 
quished, or Varuna, or Ya ma ! Thou, however, art incapable 


# That you know me to be invincible is a fortunate circumstance, 
for if you had not known this, you would have fought on for ’days to- 
gether and thus caused a tremendous destruction of creatures. By your 
coming to me now, that destruction may be stopped.— Ti 
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of being defeated in battle by even the gods and the Asuras 
united together, with Indra at their head ! T4 — 

“ ‘Bhishma said, — That, 0 son of Pandu, is true, which 
thou sayest, O thou of mighty arms ! When with weapons 
and my large bow in hand I contend carefully in battle, 
I am incapable of being defeated by the very gods and 
the Asnras with Indra at their head ! If, however, I lay 
aside my weapons, even these car-warriors can slay me ! 7# " 7f 
One that hath thrown away his weapons, one that hath fallen 
down, one whose armour hath slipped off, one whose standard 
is down, one who is flying away, one who is frightened, one 
who says — I am thine , 77 one who is a female, one who bear- 
eth the name of a female, one no longer capable of taking 
care of one’s self, one who hath only a single son, or one who 
is a vulgar fellow, — with these I do not like to battle. 7 * Hear 
also, O king, about my resolve formed before ! Beholding 
any inauspicious omen I would never fight l 79 That mighty 
car-warrior, the son of Drupada, 0 king, whom thou hast in 
thy army, who is known by the name of Cikhandin, who is 
wrathful in battle, brave, and ever victorious, 80 was a female 
before but subsequently obtained manhood. How all this took 
place, ye all know it truly ! 81 Brave in battle and clad in 
mail, let Arjuna, keeping Cikhandin before him, attack me 
with his sharp shafts. 8 * When that inauspicious omen will be 
there, especially in the form of one that was a female before, 
I will never seek, though armed with bow and arrow, to strike 
him. 88 Obtaining that opportunity, let DhanaDjaya the son of 
Pandu quickly pierce me on every side with his shafts, O bull 
of Bharata’s race ! 84 Except the highly blessed Krishna, and' 
Dhananjaya the son of Pandu, I do not behold the person in 
the three worlds who is able to slay me while exerting my- 
self in battle !” Let Vibhatsu, therefere, armed with wea- 
pons, struggling carefully in battle, with his excellent bow in 
hand, placing (Cikhandin or) something else before me, throw 
me down (from my car) ! Then thy victory will be certain ! 
Do this, 'O great king, even this that I have said unto thee, 
O thou of excellent vows ! Thou wilt then be able to slay 
all the DhSrtaraehtras assembled together in battle !••*” 
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“Sanjaya continued, — ‘The PArthas then, having ascertain- 
ed all this, went back to their tents, saluting the Kura 
grandsire, viz., the high-souled Bhishma. 88 After Ganga’s 
son, prepared to go to the other world, had said this, Arjuna, 
burning with grief and his face suffused in shame, said 
these words : 89 — How, 0 Madhava, shall I fight in battle 
with the grandsire who is my senior in years, who is possessed 
of wisdom and intelligence, and who is the oldest member of 
our race ? 90 While sporting in days of childhood, 0 Vasudeva, 
I used to smear the body of this high-souled and illustrious 
one with dust by climbing on his lap with my own filthy 
body ! 91 O elder brother of Gada, he is the sire of my sire 
Pandu! While a child, climbing on the lap of this high- 
souled one I once called him father /••■ — I am not thy father 
but thy fathers father , 0 Bharata ! — even this is what he 
said to me (in reply) in my childhood ! He who said so, 
Oh, how can he be slain by me ! 98 Oh, let my army perish ! 
Whether it is victory or death that I obtain, I will never 
fight with that high-souled person ! (Even this is what I 
think !) What dost thou think, 0 Krishna ! — 94 

“ ‘Vasudeva said, — Having vowed the slaughter of Bhishma 
before, O Jishnu, how canst thou abstain from slaying him, 
agreeably to the duties of a Kshatriya ? 98 Throw down from 
his car, 0 Partha, that Kshatriya who is invincible in battle. 
Victory can never be yours without slaying Gangas son. 98 
Even thus shall he go to the abode of Yama. This hath been 
settled before by the gods. That which hath been destined 
before, 0 Partha, must happen. It cannot be otherwise. 91 
None save thee, 0 invincible one, not even the wielder of the 
thunder-bolt himself, would be capable of fighting with Bhish- 
ma, who is like the Destroyer with wide-open mouth ! 98 Slay 
Bhishma, without any anxiety ! Listen also to these words 
of mine that are what Vrihaspati of great intelligence had 
said unto Cakra in days of old !" One should slay even 
an aged 'person endued with every merit and worthy of 
reverence if he cometh as a foe, or, indeed, any other who 
approacheth for destroying one's self 100 0 Dhananjaya, this 
is the eternal duty sanctioned for the Kshatriyas, viz., that 
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they should fight, protect subjeots, and perform sacrifices, all 
without malice ! 101 

“‘Arjuna said, — Cikhandin, 0 Krishna, will certainly be 
the cause of Bhishma’s death, for Bhishma, as soon as he 
beholds the prince of the P&nchalas, abstains from strik- 
ing. 10 * Therefore, keeping Cikhandin before him and at our 
head, we will, by that means, overthrow the son of Ganga ! 
Even this is what I think. 10 * I will hold in check other great 
bowmen with my shafts. As regards Cikhandin, he will fight 
with Bhishma alone, that foremost of all warriors l 104 I have 
heard from that chief of the Kurus that he would not strike ■ 
Cikhandin, for having been born before as a woman he subse- 
quently became a male person.’— 10 * 

“Sanjaya continued, — ‘Having settled this with Bhishma’s 
permission, the P&ndavas, along with Madhava, went away 
with rejoicing hearts. And then those bulls among men re- 
tired to their respective beds.’ ”* 10 * 

Section CIX. 

“Dhritarashtra said, — ‘How did Cikhandin advance against 
the son of Ganga in battle, and how did Bhishma also advance 
against the Pandavas ? Say all this unto me, O Sanjaya I’ 1 

“Sanjaja said, — ‘Then all those Pandavas towards the 
hour of sunrise, with beat of drums and cymbals and smaller 
drums, and with the blare of conchs of milky whiteness, all 
around, went out for battle, placing Cikhandin in their van. 4 "* 
And they marched out, O king, having formed an array that 
was destructive of all foes. And Cikhandin, O monarch, was 
stationed in the very van of all the troops. 4 And Bhimasena 
and Dhananjaya became the protectors of his car-wheels. And 
in bis rear were the sons of Draupadi and the valiant Abhi- 
jnanyu.* And those mighty car-warriors, vie., Satyaki and 
Chekit&na, became the protectors of the last. And behind 


* The last verse consists of three lines. In some of the Bengal texts 
the last line is omitted— .T. 
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them was Dhrishtadyumna protected by the PAnchilas. 1 Next 
to Dhrishtadyumna, behind, marched the royal lord Yudhish- 
thira, accompanied by the twins, filling the air with leonine 
shouts, O bull of Bharata’s race. 7 Next behind him was 
Virita, surrounded by his own troops. Next to him marched 
Drupada, 0 mighty-armed one. 8 And the five Kaikeya brothers 
and the valiant Dhrishtaketu, 0 Bharata, protected the rear 
of the Pandava army. 9 Having disposed their vast army in 
such an array, the Pandavas rushed against thy host, prepared 
to cast away their lives. 10 And similarly the Kauravas, O 
.king, placing that mighty car-warrior Bhishma at the head of 
their whole host, proceeded against the P&ndavas. 11 And that 
invincible warrior was protected by thy mighty sons. Next 
behind them was the great bowman Drona, as also his mighty 
son (A$watthaman). 1# Next behind was Bhagadatta surround- 
ed by his eldphant division. And behind Bhagadatta were 
Kripa and Kritavarman. 28 Behind them were Sudakshina 
the mighty ruler of the Kamvojas, and Jayatsena the king 
of the Magadhas, and Suvala’s son, and Vrihadvala. 14 And 
similarly, many other kings, that were all great bowmen, pro- 
tected the rear of thy host, 0 Bharata ! 18 As each day came, 
Bhishma the son of Cantanu, formed arrays in battle, some 
times after the manner of the A suras, sometimes after that) 
of the Pi$acha8 , and sometimes after that of the Rakshasas. 19 
Then commenced the battle between thy troops, 0 Bharata, 
and theirs, both parties smiting one another and increasing the 
population of Yama’s kingdom. 17 And the Parthas with Arjuna 
at their head, placing Cikhandin in the van, proceeded against 
Bhishma in that battle, scattering diverse kinds of arrows. 1 * 
And then, 0 Bharata, afflicted by Bhima with his shafts, 
(many of ). thy warriors, profusely bathed in blood, repaired* 
to the. other world. 19 And Nakula and Sahadeva, and the 
mighty car- warrior Satyaki, approaching thy army, began to 
afflict it with great- vigor. 80 Thus slaughtered in battle, O; 
bull of Bharata’s race, thy warriors were unable to resist that . 
vast host of the Pandavas. 81 Then thy host, vigorously afflict- 
ed by great car-warriors and thus slaughtered by them every- > 
where, fled away on all sides. 88 Slaughtered with sharp* 
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shafts by the Pandavas and the Srinjayas, they found not * 
protector, O bull of Bharata’s race !' al 
. “ Dhritarashfcra said, — ‘Tell me, 0 Sanjaya, what th* 
valiant Bhishma, excited with rage, did in battle, upon be- 
holding my host afflicted by the Parthas : 84 O sinless one, 
tell me how that hero, that chastiser of foes, rushed against 
the P&ndavas in battle, and slaughtered the Somakas !’ 81 
* “Sanjaya said, — T will tell thee, 0 king, what thy sire did 
when thy son’s host was afflicted by the Pandavas and the 
Srinjayas l 26 With cheerful hearts, the brave sons of Pandu, 
O elder brother of Pandu, encountered thy son’s host, slaught- 
ering (all whom thy met). 87 That carnage, O chief of men, 
of human beings, elephants, and steeds, that destruction by 
the foe of thy army in battle, Bhishma could not brook. 8 * 
That invincible and great bowman, then, reckless of his 
very life, poured upon the Pandavas, the Panchalas, and the 
Srinjayas, showers of long shafts and calf-toothed and crescent* 
shaped arrows. Armed with weapons, O monarch, he checked 
with his shafts and with showers of other weapons, both 
offensive and defensive, all sped with energy and wrath, 
the five foremost of mighty car-warriors of the Pandavas, who 
had been struggling vigorously in battle. 89 ' 81 Excited with 
wrath, he slaughtered in that battle countless elephants and 
steeds. And that bull among men, O monarch, throwing 
down many car-warriors from their cars,* 88 and horsemen 
from £heir horses, and crowds of foot-soldiers, and elephant- 
warriors from the backs of the beasts they rode, struck 
terror into the foe, 88 And the Pandava warriors all rushed 
together upon Bhishma singly, upon that mighty car-warrior 
struggling in battle with great activity, like the Aswras rush- 
ing together upon him with the thunder-bolt in hand. 8 * 
Shooting on all sides his whetted arrows whose touch resem- 
bled that of Indra’s thunder, he seemed to the enemy to have 
assumed a terrible visage. 81 While fighting in that battle. 


* The adjective Vahu in the first line of 32 qualifies rathinas in the 
second line. The last word of the verse is a nom. sing, and not a 
vocative.— T. 
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his large bow, resembling that of Cakra himself, seemed to 
be always drawn to a circle.* 1 Beholding those feats in 
battle, thy sons, 0 monarch, filled with exceeding wonder, 
worshipped the grandsire. 17 The Pirthas cast their eyes, 
with cheerless hearts, upon thy heroic sire struggling in 
battle, like the celestials upon (the Aawra) Viprachitti (in 
days of old.)* 1 * They could not resist that warrior who then 
resembled the Destroyer himself with wide-open mouth. In 
that battle on the tenth day, Bhishma, with his sharp shafts, 
consumed the division of Cikhandin like a conflagration con- 
suming a forest. Him resembling an angry snake of virulent 
poison, or the Destroyer urged by Death himself, Cikhandin 
pierced with three shafts in the centre of the chest. Deeply 
pierced therewith, Bhishma saw that it was Cikhandin (who 
was piercing him).* 8 " 41 Excited with wrath, but unwilling (to 
fight with Cikhandin), Bhishma laughingly said, — Whether 
thou choosest to strike me or not, I will never fight with thee ! 4 * 
Thou art that Cikhandin still which the Creator had made thee 
first If — Hearing these words of his, Cikhandin, deprived of his 
senses by wrath, 4 * and licking the corners of his mouth, address- 
ed Bhishma in that battle, saying, — I know thee, O mighty- 
armed one, to be the exterminator of the Kshatriya race ! 44 
I have heard also of thy battle with Jamadagni’s son! I 
have also heard much of thy superhuman prowess ! 41 Know- 
ing thy prowess I will still fight with thee today ! For doing 
what is agreeable to the P&ndavas and what is agreeable 
to my own self, O chastiser of foes, 4 * I will today fight with 
thee in battle, O best of men ! I will, of a certainty, slay 
thee ! I swear this before thee by my troth l 47 Hearing 
these words of mine, do that which thou shouldst ! Whether 
thou choosest to strike me or not, thou shalt not escape me 
with life ! O thou that art ever victorious, O Bhishma, look 
thy last on this world ! — ,4 * 


* The Bengal texts read mahaguram in the second line of the verse. 
This seems to be vicious. A better reading would be mahdsuram (the 
great asura). The Bombay text reads rane guram . I adopt the last.— T. 
f /. e., Thou art still a woman though thy sex hath been changed.— T. 
[ 51 3 
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"Sanjaya continued,— “Having said so, Cikhandin in that 
battle pierced Bhisma with fly© straight shafts, having already 
pierced him with his wordy shafts 4 * Hearing those words o f 
his, the mighty car-warrior Arjuna, regarding Cikhandin to 
be Bhishma's Destroyer, arged him on, saying, 1 ®— I will fight 
b ehin d thee, routing the foe with my shafts ! Excited with 
fury, rush thou against Bhishma of terrible prowess !** The 
mighty Bhishma will not be able to afflict thee in battle. 
Therefore, O mighty-armed one, encounter Bhishma with 
vigor.” If, O sire, thou returnest today without slaying 
Bhish ma, thou wilt, with myself, be an object of ridicule with 
the world !” Seek to do that in battle by which, 0 hero, wo 
may not incur ridicule in this great battle ! Slay the grand- 
sire l 14 O thou of great strength, I will proteot thee in this 
battle, checking all the ear- warriors (of the Kuru army) ! Do 
thou slay the grandsire !” Drona, and Drona’s son, and 
Kripa, and Suyodhana, and Chitrasena, and Vikarna, and 
Jayadratha the ruler of the Sindhus,” and Vinda and Anu- 
vinda of Avanti, and Sudakshina the ruler of the Kamvojas, 
and the brave Bhagadatta, and the mighty king of the Maga- 
dhas,* 7 and Somadatta’s son, and the brave Rftlcsham who is 
Rishyasringa’s son, and the ruler of the Trigartas, along with 
all the other great car-warriors (of the Kuru army),** I will 
check like the continent resisting the surging sea ! Indeed, 
I will bold in check all the mighty warriors of the Kuru army 
assembled together and battling with us ! Do thou slay the 
grandsire !— ’ 


Section CX. 

“Dhritarishtra said, — ‘How did Cikhandin the prince of 
the Panchalas, excited with wrath, rush in battle against the 
grandsire, viz., Ganga’s son of righteous soul and regulated 
vows ?* What mighty car- warriors of the Panda va army, with 
upraised weapons, desirous of victory and exerting themselves 
with activity, protected Cikhandin on that occasion wbioh 
required great activity ?* How also did Bhishma the son of 
Cintauu, endued with great energy, fight on that the tenth 
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day of battle with the Pindavas and the Srinjays ?* I cannot 
brook tiie idea of Cikhandin encountering Bhishma in battle 1 
(Indeed, when Cikhandin attacked Bhishma), was Bhishma’s 
car or bis bow broken ?’* 

“Sanjaya said,— ‘While fighting in that battle, O bull of 
Bharata’s race, neither the bow nor the car of Bhishma had . 
suffered any injury. 1 He was then slaying the foe with his 
straight shafts. Many thousands of mighty car-warriors be- 
longing to thy army,' as also elephants, 0 king, and steeds 
Well harnessed, proceeded for battle, with the grandsire in the 
.van. 7 Agreeably to his vow, 0 thou of Kuru’s race, the, 
ever-victorious Bhishma was incessantly engaged in slaughter- 
ing the troops of the Pirthas.* The Panchalas and the P&n- 
d&Vas were unable to bear that great bowman battling (with 
them) and slaying his foes with his shafts.* When the tenth, 
day came, the hostile army was torn into pieces by Bhishma 
with his shafts by hundreds and thousands. 19 O elder brother 
of Pandu, the sons of Pindu were incapable of defeating in 
battle the great bowman Bhishma who resembled the Des-. 
troyer himself armed with the lance 

“ ‘Then, 0 king, the unvanquished Vibhatsu or Dhananjaya, 
wbo was capable of drawing the bow with even the left hand r 
came to that spot, frightening all the car-warriors.'* Boaring 
loudly like a lion, and repeatedly drawing the bowstring, and 
scattering showers of arrows, Partha careered on the field of 
battle like Death himself. 11 Frightened at those roars of his, 
thy warriors, O bull of Bharata’s race, fled away in terror, like 
smaller animals, 0 king, at the sound of the lion. 14 Beholding: 
the son of P&ndu crowned with victory and thus afflicting that 
host, Duryodhana, himself under the influence of terror,: 
addressed Bhishma and said, 1 * — Ton son of Pandu, O sire, 
with white steeds (yoked unto his car), and having Krishna' 
for his charioteer, eonsumeth all my troops like a conflagration 
consuming a forest !'* Behold, O son of Gangfi, all my. 
troops, slaughtered by Pandu’s son in battle, are, G foremost, 
of warriors, flying away ! ,r Indeed, as the herdsman be-> 
laboureth his cattle in the forest, even so, 0 scorcher of foes r 
is my army being belaboured! 1 * Broken and. driven away 
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on all sides by Dhananjaya with his shafts, the invincible 
Bhima also is routing that (already broken) host of mine l 1 * 
And S&tayki, and Chekit&na, and the twin sons of M&dri, and 
the valiant Abhimanyu, — these also are routing my troops ! M 
The brave Dhrishtadyumna, and the Rakshasa Ghatotkacha 
also, are vigorously breaking and driving away my army in this 
fierce conflict !** Of these troops that are being slaughtered 
by all those mighty car-warriors, I do not see any other refuge 
in the matter of their staying and fighting on the field, O 
Bhirata,** save thee, 0 tiger among men, that art possessed 
of prowess equal to that of the celestials ! Therefore, receive ' 
thou those great car-warriors without delay, and be thott the 
refuge of these afflicted troops !*** — Thus addressed by him, 
O king, thy sire Devavrata, the son of Cantanu, reflecting for 
a moment and settling what he should do, said these words 
unto thy son, comforting him (therewith) : — O Duryodhana, 
listen calmly to what I say, O king l* 4 "** O thou of great 
might, formerly I vowed before thee that slaying every day 
ten thousand high-souled Kshatriyas, I would come back from 
the battle. I have fulfilled that vow, 0 bull of Bharata’s 
race !***” O thou of great might, today I will achieve even 
a greater feat ! Today I will either sleep myself being slain, 
or, I will slay the Panda vas !** O tiger among men, I will 
today free myself from the debt I owe thee, — the debt, O king, 
arising out of the food thou gavest me, — by casting away my 
life at the head of the army !** — Having said these words, O 
chief of the Bharatas, that invincible warrior, scattering his 
shafts among the Kshatriyas, attacked the Pandava host.*® 
And the Pandavas then, O bull of Bharata’s race, began to 
resist the son of Ganga staying in the midst of his forces and 
excited with wrath like a snake of virulent poison. 11 Indeed, 
O king, on that the tenth day of battle, Bhishma, displaying 
his might, slew, 0 son of Kuru’s race, hundreds of thou- 
sands.** And he drained the energies of those royal and 
mighty car-warriors that were the foremost among the Pin- 
jobilas, like the Sun suoking up the moisture (of the earth) 


* The Bomby reading of the first line of this verse is vicioue.— T. 
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with his rays.** Having slain ten thousand elephants of groat 
activity and ten thousand steeds also, 0 king, along with 
their riders,* 4 and full two hundred thousands of foot-soldiers, 
that best of men, viz., Bhishma, shoue resplendent in battle 
like afire without a curl of smoke.** And no one amongst the 
Pandavas was capable of even looking at him who then resem- 
bled the burning Sun staying in the northern solstice." The 
Pandavas, however, though afflicted in battle by that great 
bowman, still rushed, accompanied by the mighty car-warriors 
ef the Srinjayas, for slaughtering him.* 7 Battling with myriads 
. upon myriads around him, Cantanu’s son Bhishma then looked 
like the cliff of Meru covered on all sides with masses of 
clouds.** Thy sons, however, stood, surrounding Bhishma 
on all sides with a large force (for protecting him). Then 
commenced a fierce battle (between the Kurus and the 
Pandavas.)’ ”** 


Section CXI. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Arjuna then, O king, beholding the prow* 
ess of Bhishma in battle, addressed Cikhandin, saying, — 
Proceed towards the grandsire l 1 Thou shouldst not entertain 
the slightest fear of Bhishma today. Even I will throw him 
down from his excellent car by means of my sharp shafts !* — 
Thus addressed by Partha, Cikhandin, 0 bull of Bharata’s 
race, having heard those words, rushed at the son of Ganga.* 
And so Dhrishtadyumna also, 0 king, and the mighty car- 
warrior Abhimanyu, having heard those words of Pixtha, joy* 
fully rushed at Bhishma. 4 And old Virata and Drupada, and 
Kuntibhoja also, clad in mail, rushed at Bhishma in the very 
sight of thy son.* And Nakula, and Sahadeva, and the vali- 
ant king Vudhishthira also, and all the rest of the warriors, 0 
monarch,* rushed against Bhishma. As regards thy : warriors, 
0 king, that rushed, according to the measure of their might 
and courage, against those mighty car-warriors (of the Pan- 
dava army) united together, listen to me as I speak (of them) 
unto thee i T Like a young tiger attacking a bull, Chitrasena, O 
king, rushed against. Chekitana who in that battle was proceed- 
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log for getting at Bhishma.* Krifcavarman, O king, resisted 
Phrishtadyumna who had reached the presence of Bhishma 
and who was exerting himself with great activity mid vigor 
in that battle.* Somadatta’s son, O monarch, with great 
activity, resisted Bhimasena excited with fury and desirous 
of slaying Bhishma. 10 Similary Vikarna, desirous of (pro* 
tecting) Bhishma’s life, resisted the brave Nakula who was 
scattering innumerable arrows around. 11 And so, O king, 
Kripa the son of Caradwat, excited with rage, resisted Saha* 
deva proceeding towards Bhishma’s car. 1 * And the mighty 
Durmukha rushed at that Rakshasa of cruel deeds, viz., the 
mighty son of Bhimasena, desirous of Bhishma’s slaughter. 1 * 
Thy son Duryodhana himself resisted Satyaki proceeding to 
battle. Sudakshina the ruler of the Kamvojas, O king, re- 
sisted Abhimanyu, O monarch, who was proceeding towards 
Bhishma’s car. And Agwatthaman, O king, excited with 
rage, resisted old Virata and Drupada, those two chastisers of 
foes, united together. And Bharadwaja’s son, exerting himself 
with vigor in battle, resisted the eldest Pandava, that is to 
say, king Vudhishtbira the just who was desirous of Bhishrtia’s 
death. And that great bowman, viz., Dus 9 asana, in that 
battle, resisted Arjuna who Was rushing with great speed, 
with Cikhandin before him, desirous of coming upon Bhish- 
ma, O monarch, and illuminating the ten quarters (with his 
bright weapons). And other warriors of thy army resisted 
in that great battle other mighty car- warriors of the Pandavas 
proceeding against Bhisma. 14 * 1 * Phrishtadyumna, that mighty 
car- warrior, excited with rage, rushed again Bt Bhishma alone 
and addressing the troops, repeatedly said in a loud voice,* 0 — 
There, Arjuna, that delighter of Kuru’s raoe, is proceed, 
ing against Bhishma in battle ! Bush ye against Gangi’s son t 
Be not afraid 1 Bhishma will not be able to attack you in 
battle!** 1 Vasava himself cannot venture to fight with 
Aijuna in battle ! What, therefore, need be said of Bhishma’ 
who, though possessed of bravery in battle, is feeble and 
old ?**— Hearing these words of their commander, the mighty 

- *. Literally, “will not get or obtain yeu.”— T. 
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oar-warriors of the Pandava army, filled with joy, rushed 
towards the car of Ganga’s son.** Many foremost of men, how- 
ever, of thy army cheerfully received and resisted those heroes 
coming towards Bhishma like impetuous masses of living 
energy.* 4 That mighty ear-warrior, Dus^asana, abandoning all 
fears, rushed against Dhananjaya, desirous of protecting the 
life of Bhishma.** And so the heroic Pindavas also, 0 king, 
rushed in battle against thy sons, those mighty car-warriors, 
stationed about Bhishma’s car.*' And then, O king, we be-* 
held a highly wonderful incident, viz., that Partha, having 
proceeded as far as Dusgasana’s car, could not advance further.** 
As the continent resists the surging sea, even so did thy 
son (Dus<;isana) resist the angry son of Pandu !** Both 
of them were foremost of car-warriors. Both of them, O 
Bharata, were invincible. Both of them, in beauty and 
splendour, 0 Bh&rata, resemble the Sun or the Moon.** 
Both of them were excited with wrath. And each of them 
desired to slay the other. And they encountered each other 
in dreadful battle like Maya and Cakra in days of old.' 0 And 
Dusijasana, 0 king, in that battle pierced the son of Pandu 
with three shafts and Vasudeva with twenty.* 1 Then Arjuna, 
excited with rage upon beholding him of Vrishni’s race thus 
afflicted, pierced Dus^asana with a hundred shafts.** These, 
penetrating through the latter’s armour, drank his blood in 
that battle. Then Dus^asana, excited with wrath, pierced 
Pirtha with five shafts.** And once more, O chief of the 
Bharatas, he pierced Arjuna in the forehead with three sharp 
shafts. And with those shafts sticking to his forehead, the 
son of Pandu looked beautiful in that battle,* 4 like Meru, 
0 king, with its tall crests. That great bowman, viz., Partha, 
then, thus deeply pierced by thy son wielding the bow,* 1 look- 
ed resplendent in that battle like a flowering Kinpuka. The 
son of P&ndu then, exfeited with rage, afflicted Duscjisana," 
like R3hu inflamed with rage on the fifteenth day of the 
lighted fortnight afflicting the Moon at full. Thus afflicted 
by that' mighty warrior, thy son, 0 king," pierced Partha in 
that battle with many shafts whetted on stone and. wing- 
ed with the feathers of the Kanka bird. Then Partha, 
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cutting off Dus<}asana’8 bow and splitting his car with 
three shafts, 88 sped at him many fierce arrows resembling 
the darts of Death. Thy son, however, cut off all those 
shafts of P&rtha exerting himself with vigor, before they 
could reach him. All this seemed highly wonderful. . Then 
thy son pierced Partha with many shafts of great sharp* 
ness. 88 * 40 Then Partha, excited with rage in that battle, 
placed on his bowstring a number of shafts whetted on stone 
and furnished with wings of gold, and aiming them, sped 
them all at his foe. 41 These, 0 king, penetrated the body of 
that high-souled warrior, like swans, O monarch, diving 
into a lake. 48 Thus afflicted by the high-souled son of Pandu, 
thy son, avoiding Partha, quickly proceeded to the car of 
Bhishma. 48 Indeed, Bhishma then became an island unto 
him who was thus sinking into fathomless waters. Regaining 
consciousness then, thy son, O monarch, 44 endued with hero- 
ism and prowess, once more began to resist Partha with sharp 
arrows like Purandara resisting (the Asura) Vritra. Of huge, 
form, thy son began to pierce Arjuna, but the latter waa 
scarcely pained (at all this).* ” 4S 

Section CXIL 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘The mighty bowman (Alamvusha) the son 
Of Rishya^ringa, in that battle, resisted Satyaki clad in mail 
and proceeding towards Bhishma. 1 He of Madhu’s race, how- 
ever, O king, excited with wrath, pierced the Rdkshasa with 
nine arrows, smiling the while, 0 Bharata! 8 And so the; 
Rdkshasa also, O king, excited with wrath, afflicted him of 
Madhu’s race, viz., that bull of Cini’s line, with nine arrows. 8 
Then Cini’s grandson, that slayer of hostile heroes, of 
Madhu’s race, excited with rage, sped in that battle a pro* 
fusion of arrows at the Rdkshasa.* Then that mighty-armed 
Rdkhasa pierced S&tyaki, of prowess incapable of being baffled, 
with many sharp arrows, and uttered a loud shout. 8 Then 
he of Madhu’s race, endued with great energy, though deeply 
pierced by the Rdkshasha in that battle, still, relying upon 
bis prowess, laughed (at his wounds) and uttered loud roars*! 



vAOHl PinvA.] HMftfiSti PAftVA. 40# 

Then Bhagadatta, elicited with rage; afflietSd hfail of Madhuri 
men in that battle With many sharp arrows like a guide pierc- 
itig a huge elephant With the hook.* Then that foremost of 
car-warriors, viz., the grandson of Gini, abandoning the 
Rakehasa in battle, sped many straight shafts at the ruler of 
tihe’Prlgyotishas* The raler of the Pragyotishas then) With A 
broad-headed arrow of great sharpness, cut off, displaying greah 
lightness of hand, the large bow of Sfityaki.' Then that) 
slayer of hostile heroes, excited with rage and taking up an- 
other bo# of greater impetus, pierced Bhagadatta in that 
battle with many sharp arrows. 10 That mighty bowman. Viz, 
Bhagadatta, then, deeply pierced, began to lick the corners 
Of his mouth. And he then hurled at hie foe, in that dreadful 
battle, a tough dart, made wholly of iron, decked with gold 
and stones of topis lazuli, and fierce as the rod of Yama 
himself. Sped with the might of Bhagadatta’s arm and 
Coursing towards him impetuously, Satyaki, O king, cut thatl 
dart in twain by means of his shafts. Thereupon that dar6 
fell down suddenly, like a great meteor shorn of its splen* 
dour. 11 * 1 * Beholding the dart baffled, thy son (Duryodhana), 
O monarch, surrounded him of Madhu’s race with a large 
number of cars. 1 * And seeing that mighty car-warrior among 
the Vrishnis thus surrounded, Duryodhana, angrily address- 
ing all his brothers, said, 1 * — Take such steps, ye Kaurovas', 
that Satyaki may not in this battle escape you and this large 
division of cars. With life !“ If be be slain, the vast host ef 
the Pindavas may be regarded as slain also !— Accepting 
Duryodhana’s words with the answer— So be it ,— those mighty 
oar-warriors fought with Cini’s grandson in the view of Bhish- 
ma. The mighty ruler of the Kamvojas, in that battle, resist- 
ed Abbimanyu who was proceeding against Bhishffifa. The 
son of Arjnna, having pierced the king With many 1 straight 
shafts,* 1T " 1 * onoe more pierced that monarch, O monatoh; 


* There can be no- doubt that (in the second line of 19 correspond- 
ing with the first line of 19 of the Bombay text), Arjuni should be a 
nominative, and not an accusative. The Bombay reading, therefore, is 
Vicious. The Burd warn F (Unfits also erf hi taking that word tS occurr- 
ing in the accusative form. — T. 
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with four and sixty shafts. Sudakshina, however, desirous of 
Bhishma’s life, pierced Abhimanyu in that battle with fivo 
arrows and his charioteer with nine. And the battle that 
took place there, in consequence of the meeting of those twcr 
warriors, was fierce in the extreme.* 0- * 1 That grinder of 
foes, Cikhandin, then rushed at the son of Gangi.* Old 
Virata and Drupada, those mighty car -warriors, both excited 
with rage, rushed to battle with Bhishma, resisting the large 
host of the Kauravas as they went. That best of car-warriors* 
viz , A$watthaman, excited with rage, encountered both those 
warriors.**"* 8 Then commenced a battle, O Bharata, between 
him and them. Virata then, 0 chastiser of foes, struck, with 
broad-headed shafts, that mighty bowman and ornament of 
battle, viz., Drona’s son, as the latter advanced against them. 
And Drupada also pierced him with three sharp shafts.* 4 "** 
Then the preceptors son, A^watthaman, coming upon those 
mighty warriors thus striking him, viz., the brave Virata and 
Drupada both proceeding towards Bhishma, pierced them both 
with many shafts. Wonderful was the conduct that we then 
beheld of those two old warriors,* 6 '* 7 inasmuch as they check- 
ed all those fierce shafts shot by Drona’s son. Like an infuri- 
ate elephant in the forest rushing against an infuriate com- 
peer, Kripa the son of Caradwat proceeded against Sahadeva 
who was advancing upon Bhishma, And Kripa, brave in 
battle, quickly struck that mighty car-warrior, viz., the son of 
Madri, with seventy shafts decked with gold. The son of Madri, 
however, cut Kripa’s bow in twain by means of his shafts.* 8 " 8 *. 
And cutting off his bow, Sahadeva then pierced Kripa with 
nine arrows. Taking up then, in that battle, another bow 
capable of bearing a great strain, 81 Kripa, excited with rage 
and desirous of Bhishma’s life, cheerfully struck M&dri’s son 
in that battle with ten shafts. 8 * And so the son of Pandu, in 
return, desirous of Bhishma’s death, excited with rage, struck 

* There seems to be some omission here. This line has apparently . 
ho connection with either what precedes or what succeeds. The Bengali 
translations of this passage that I have examined are equally unmean* 

ing.— T. 
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the wrathful Eripa in the chest (with many shafts). * r And 
then occurred there a terrible and fierce battle. That sooroher 
of foes, viz., Yikama, desirous of saving the grandsire Bhish- 
ma, excited with rage in that battle, pierced Nakula with 
sixty arrows. Nakula also, deeply pierced by thy intelligent 
son,* 4 '** pierced Vikarna in return with seven and seventy 
shafts. There those two tigers among men, those two chas- 
tisers of foes, those two heroes, struck each other for the sake' 
of Bbishma, like two bovine bulls in a fold. Thy son Dur- 
mukha, endued with great prowess, proceeded, for the sake 
of Bhishma, against Ghatotkacha advancing to battle and 
slaughtering thy army as he came. Hidimva’s son, however, 
O king, excited with rage, struck Durmukha, that chastiser 
of foes, in the chest with a straight shaft. The heroic Dur- 
mukha then, shouting cheerfully, pierced Bhitnasena’s son 
on the field of battle with sixty shafts of keen points. That 
mighty car-warrior, viz., the son of Hridika resisted Dhrishta- 
dyumna, that foremost of car-warriors, who was advancing 
to battle from desire of Bhishma’s slaughter. The son of 
Frishata, however, having pierced Kritavarman with five 
shafts made wholly of iron,**-* 1 once more struck him quickly 
in the centre of the chest with fifty shafts. And similarly,’- 
O king, Prishata’s son struck Kritavarman with nine sharp 
and blazing shafts winged with the feathers of the Kanka 
bird. Encountering each other with great vigor, the battle 
that took place between them for Bhishma’s sake was as fierce 
as that between Yritra and Vasava. Against Bhimasena who 
was advancing upon the mighty Bhishma**-** proceeded 
Bhur^ravas with great speed, saying, — Wait, Wait ! — And 
the son of Somadatta struck Bhima in the centre of the chest** 
with an arrow of exceeding sharpness and golden wings in that 
battle. And the valiant Bhimasena, with that arrow' on his 
bhest, looked beautiful,** O best of kings, like the Krauncha 
mountain in days of old with the dart of Skanda. And those 
two bulls among men, enraged in battle, shot at each other 
shafts brightly polished by their forgers and endued with the 
effulgence of the Sun. Bhima, longing for Bhishma’s death, 
fought with the mighty son of Somadatta, and the latter, desir- 
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oua of Bhiahma’s victory, fought with the former, each ear©* 
folly waking to counteract the ether’# feat*. 47 " 4 * Phajadwkja’at 
son resisted Yudhishtbisa the eon of Yunti, who, aooomr 
panied hy a large fovoe, was coming toward# Bhishma.* 4 
Hearing the rattle of Broaa’# ear, O king, that resembled the 
roar of the ©loads, the ?eahhadr«kaa, o sire, began to trem-> 
ble.* 1 That large forge , 0 king, of Pandu’s son, resisted by 
Stoss in battle, eonld not, exerting vigorously, advance evop 
one step.** Thy son Chitrasena, 0 king, resisted Chekit|ng of 
wrathful visage who was exerting vigorously for coming upon 
Bhishma”- Possessed of great prowess and great dexterity 
of hand* that mighty ear-warrior, for the sake of Bhishma, 
battled with Chekitapa, O Bharata, according to the utmost 
of his power.* 4 And Chekitapa also fought with Chitrasena, 
to the utmost of his power. And the battle that took placet 
there ip consequence of the meeting of those two warriors, 
was exceedingly fierce.** As regards Arjuna, although he was 
resisted hy all means, O Bharata, he still compelled thy son 
to turn back and then crushed thy troops.** Dusgasana, how-, 
gver, to the utmost, Stretch of his power, began to resist 
Pfotha, wishing, Q Bharata, to protect Bhishma.* 7 The army 
pf thy son, 0 Bharata, undergoing such slaughter, began to 
be agitated here and there by. many foremost oar- warriors (of 
the Pandavas).’ ”** 


Section CXIII. 

“Sanjaya said,-— 'The heroio Drona, that great bowman 
endued with the prowess of mi infuriate elephant, that foremost 
of men possessed of great might, taking up his large bow which 
was capable of ohecking even an infuriate elephant, and shaking 
it (in bia hands), was engaged in afflicting the Pindava ranks, 
having penetrated into their midst. That valiant warriot 
acquainted, with every omen, beholding the omens on all 
sides, a dd resse d bia son who also- was scorching the hostile 
ranks, and, said these words .-'■'-mThis is that day, O son, 
on whioh. the mighty Pirthst desirous of slaying Bhishma in 
battle, wilt exert himself to the best of bis might ! 4 My 
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arrows are coming out (of the quiver, of their own accord), 
Vf how seems to yaWn. My weapons Seem unwilling to obey 
ipy behests, and my heart also is cheerless.* Animals and 
birds WO uttering fearful and incessant cries. Vultures seed* 
to disappear beneath the feet of the Bharata troops.* The 
Sun himself seems to have lost his hue. The quarters are all 
ablaze. The Earth seems to shriek, inspire fear, and tremble 
•very were . 7 Kanhaa, and vultures, and cranes are frequently 
crying. Jaok&lls are uttering inauspicious and fierce yells 
foreboding great danger.* Large meteors seem to fall from 
the centre of the solar disc. The constellation called Pa/righd, 
with a trunkless form, appeareth around the Sun.* The solan 
and the lunar discs have beeome awful, foreboding great 
danger to Ksbatriyas about the mangling of their bodies.** 
The idols of the Kuru king in his temples tremble and 
laugh and dance and weep.** The planets wheel about; 
keeping, the inauspicious Sun to their left. The illustrious 
Moon risetb with his boras downward.** The bodies of tfae 
kings belonging to the Kuru army all seem to be pale, and 
though clad in mail, are shorn of splendour.** The loud blare 
of Pdnchajannya and the twang of Qandiva are heard on 
all sides of both the armies,** Without doubt, Arjuna, rely* 
ing upon bis great weapons and avoiding other warriors, wilt 
advance upon the grandsire. 1 * The pores of my body are eons 
tracting, and my heart also is depressed, thinking, O mighty- 
armed one, of the encounter between Bhishma and Arjnna. 1 * 
Keeping on his fore the Panchala prince of sinful soul and con- 
versant with deceit, Psrtha is proceeding towards Bhishma for 
battle , 17 Bhishma said before that he would not slay Cikhaa* 
din.. By the Creator had that one been made a female, though 
through chance be subsequently became a male person . 18 
That mighty- son of Yajoasena is also an inauspicious omen (by 
himself ). The sen of the Ocean-going (Gangs) will nob strike 
that person of mauspichoua self. 1 * Thinking of this, vie., that 
Arjuna, excited with wrath, is about to fall upon the aged 
Kuru grandsire, my heart is exceedingly depressed.** The 
wrath of Yudhishthira, an encounter- between Bhishma' and 
Arjuna in battle, and an endeavour like this- (of the shooting 



HAHABHABATA 


in 


(Bhisbua. 


of weapons) by myself, — these (trhee) are certainly fraught witfe 
great harm to creatures. 11 Arjuna is. endued with great energy ; 
he is powerful, brave, accomplished in weapons, and possessed 
of valor that is very active. Capable of shooting his arrows to- 
ft great distance and shooting them with force, he is, besides, 
acquainted with omens. 11 Endued with great might and intelli- 
gence, and above fatigue, that foremost of warriors is incap- 
able of defeat by the very gods with Vasava at their head. 1 * 
The son Of Pandu possesses terrible weapons, and is ever 
victorious in battle. Avoiding his path, go thou to battle (for 
Bhishma’s victory), 0 thou of rigid vows Today in this 
dreadful battle thou wilt behold a great carnage ! The beauti- 
ful and costly coats of mail, decked with gold, of brave warriors 
will be pierced with straight shafts. And the tops of stand- 
dards, and bearded javelins, and bows, and bright lances of 
sharp points, and darts bright with gold, and the standards 
On the backs of elephants, will all be cut off by Kiritin in 
wrath. 11 ** 1 O son, this is not the time when dependants should 
take care of their lives. Go to battle, keeping heaven before 
thee, and for the sake of fame and victory S 1 * There, the ape- 
bannered (Arjuna) crosseth on his car the river of battle that 
is awful and incapable of being easily crossed, and hath cars,- 
elephants, and steeds, for its eddies ?** Regard for Brahmnas, 
self-restraint, liberality, asceticism, and noble conduct, are 
seen in Yudhishthira alone who hath for his brothers Dhanan- 
jaya, 10 and the mighty Bhimasena, and the twin sons of 
Midri by Pandu, and who hath Vasudeva of the Vrishni race 
for his protector. 11 The wrath, born of grief, of that Yudhish- 
thira whose body bath been purified by the flames of penance, 
directed to the wioked-souled son of DhritariUhtra, is con- 
suming this Bharata host l 11 There oometh Partha, having 
Vasudeva for his protector, checking (as he cometh) this entire 
Dhartarashtra army ! 1( Behold, Kiritin is agitating this host 
like a large whale agitating the vast sea of crested waves !** 
Hark, cries of distress and woe are heard in the van of the 


* l think Yaiavrata had better be read Fafavratam. It would 

then mean Bhishma. — . 
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army ! Go, encounter the heir of the Panchala king ! As for 
myself, I will proceed against Yudhishthira.** The heart of 
king Yudhishthira’s very strong array is difficult of access, 
Inaccessible as the interior of the sea, it is guarded on all 
sides by AtirathasV S&tyaki, and Abhimanyu and Dhrishta* 
dyumna, and Vrikodara, and the twins, even these are 
protecting that ruler of men, vis., king Yudhishthira !** Dark 
as the younger brother of Indra, and risen like a tall poZa, 
behold Abhimanyu advancing at the head of the (Pandava) 
host, like a second Ph&lguna !** Take up thy mighty weapons, 
%nd with thy large bow in hand proceed against the royal 
son of Prishata ( vis., Cikhandin), and against Vrikodara !** 
Who is there that doth not wish his dear son to live for many 
years ? Keeping the duties of a Kshatriya, however, before 
me, I am engaging thee (to this task) ! 4# So, Bhishma also, 
in this battle, is consuming the mighty host of the Pandavas ! 
0 son, he is, in battle, equal to Yama or Varuna himself!—’ 


Section CXIV. 

. "Sanjaya said, — ‘Hearing these words of the high-souled 
Drona, Bhagadatta and Kripa and Calya and Kritavarman, 1 
and Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti, and Jayadratha the ruler 
ef the Sindhus, and Chitrasena and Vikarna and Durmarshana 
and others,* these ten warriors of thy army, supported by a 
large host consisting of many nationalities, fought with Bhima« 
sena, desirous of winning high renown in that battle for Bhish* 
ma’s sake. And Calya struck Bhima with nine arrows,** 4 and 
Kritavarman struck him with three, and Kripa with nine. And 
Chitrasena and Vikarna and Bhagadatta, O sire,* each struck 
him with ten arrows. And the ruler of the Sindhus struck him 
with three,* and Vinda and Anuvinda of Avanti each struck 
him with five arrows. And Duryodhana struck that son of 
Pindu with twenty sharp arrows.* Bhimasena, 0 king, pierc* 
ed in return every one of those kings, those foremost of men 
in the world, those mighty car-warriors of the Dhartarashtra 
army, one after another.* The brave Pandava, that slayer of 
hostile heroes, pierced Calya with seven arrows, and Krita* 
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varman with eight.* And he out off Kripa’a bow with arrow 
fixed thereon, 0 Bharata, in the middle, dividing it in twain* 
And. after thus cutting off his bow, he pierced Kripa once more 
With seven arrows. 10 And he struck Vinda and Anuvinda 
with three arrows eaoh. Abd he pierced DurmarsUana with 
twenty arrows, and Ohitrasena with five, 11 and Vikama wittt 
ten, and Jayadratha with five. And onoe more striking the. 
yuler of the Sindhus with three arrows, he uttered a loud 
shout, filled with joy. 1 * Then Gautama, that foremost of 
par-warriors, taking up abother bow, angrily pierced Bhima 
with ten sharp shafts. 1 * Pierced with those ten shafts like a 
huge elephant with the hook, the valiant Bbimasena, 0 king, 
filled with wrath, 14 struck Gautama in that battle with many 
shafts. Possessed of the splendour of Yama himself as he 
appears at the end of the Yuga, Bbimasena then, with three 
Arrows, despatched unto Death’s domain the steeds of the 
ruler of the Sindhus as also his charioteer. Thereupon that 
mighty car-warrior, (viz., Jayadratha), quickly jumping down 
from that car whose steeds had been slain, 1 *“ 1 * shot in that 
battle many sharp-pointed shafts at Bhimasena. Then, O 
sire, with a couple of broad-beaded arrows, he cut off, O 
chief of the Bharatas, the bow of the bigh-souled king 
of the Sindhus in the middle. His bow cut off, himself de« 
prived of car, his steeds and charioteer slain, 1T ~ 1S Jay&s 
dratha then, O king, quickly mounted on the car of Ohitrasena* 
Indeed, the son of Pandu achieved in that battle a most 
wonderful feat, for piercing all those mighty car-warrior# 
find holding them in check, he deprived, O sire, the ruler 
of the Sindhus of his car in the very sight of all the 
array, 1 ** 40 Calya could not brook to see the prowess that 
Bhimasena displayed, for saying unto him, — Wait, Wait,-* b* 
aimed some sharp arrows well-polished by the forger’s hands, 
and pierced Bhima therewith is that battle. And Kripa and 
Kfkavarman and the valiant Bbagadatta, 01- ** and Vinda and 
Anuvinda of Av&nti, and Chitrasena, and Durmarsfaaaa, and 
Vikama, and the valiant ruler of the Sindhus also, in that 
battle,** — These chastisers of foes, ---All quickly pierced Bhima 
Car the sake of Calya,- Bhima- then pierced ewjh of them in 
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return with fire arrows.* 4 And he pierced Cilya then with 
seventy arrows and once more with ten. And Calya then pierced 
him with nine arrows and once more with fire. 11 And he 
pierced Bhimasena's charioteer also, deep in his vitals, with 
a broad-headed arrow. The valiant Bhimasena then, behold- 
ing his charioteer Vi$oka deeply pierced,** sped three arrows aft 
the arms and chest of the ruler of the Madras. And as 
regards the other great bowmen, he pierced each of them in 
that battle with three straight arrows, and then uttered a loud 
roar like that of a lion. Each of those great bowmen then, 
exerting himself with vigor, deeply pierced that son of Pftndu 
skilled in battle, with three arrows in his vitals. That mighty 
bowman, viz., Bhimasena, though pierced deeply, trembled 
not,* 7 "** (but stood still) like a mountain drenched with tor- 
rents of rain by showering clouds. Then that mighty car- 
warrior of the Pindavas, filled with wrath,* 0 that celebrated 
hero, deeply pierced the ruler of the Madras with three arrowfe. 
And he pierced the ruler of the Pragyotishas, O king, in that 
battle, with a hundred arrows.* 1 Of great renown, he then 
pierced Kripa with many arrows, and then, displaying great 
dexterity, he cut off with a keen-edged shaft the bow, with 
arrow fixed thereon, of the high-souled Kritavarman. Then 
Kritavarman, that scorcher of foes, taking up another bow, 
struck Vrikodara between his eyebrows with a long arrow, 
Bhima, however, in that battle, having pierced Calya with 
nine arrows made wholly of iron, and Bhagadatta with three, 
and Kritavarman with eight, pierced each of the others with 
Gautama at their head, with two arrows. **** 4 Those warriors 
also, in return, pierced him, O king, with sharp-pointed shafts. 
Though thus afflicted by those mighty car-warriors with all 
kinds of weapons,** yet, regarding them all as straw, he coursed 
on the field without any anxiety. Those foremost of car- 
warriors (on the other hand), with great coolness, sped at 
Bhima sharp-pointed arrows by hundreds and thousands. The 
heroic and mighty Bhagadatta then, in that battle, hurled 
at him a dart of fierce impetuosity furnished with a golden 
staff. And the Sindhu king, of strong arms, hurled at him a 
lance and an axe.** - ** Ahd Kripa, 0 king, hurled, at him a 
. [ 53 ] 
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(7 atdghni, and Calya an arrow. And the other great bowmen 
each sped at him fire arrows with great force. The son of the 
Wind-god then cot off, with a sharp shaft, that lance in. 
twain.'*" 40 And be cut off that axe also with three shafts as if 
it were a sessame stalk. And with fire shafts winged with the 
feathers of the Kanka bird, be cut that fataffhm into frag* 
meats. 4 * That mighty car-warior then, having cut off the arrow 
«ped by the ruler of the Madras, forcibly cut off the dart sped 
by Bhagadatta in that battle. 4 ' As regards the other fierce 
shafts, Bhimasena, proud of his feats in battle, cut them 
"each into three fragments by means of his own straight 
shafts. 41 And be struck each of those great bowmen also 
with three shafts. Then Dhananjaya, during the progress of 
that dreadful battle, beholding the mighty car-warrior Bhima 
striking the foe and battling (against many) with his arrows^ 
came thither on his car 44 " 4 ' Then those bulls among men, 
-of thy army, beholding those two high-souled sons of Pandu 
together, gave up all hopes of victory. 44 Then Arjuna, 
•desirous of slaying Bhishma, placing Cikhandin before him, 
approached Bhima who had been fighting with those great 
car- warriors and fell upon those fierce combatants, number- 
ing ten, of thy army, 0 Bharata. Then Vibbatsu, desirous 
of doing what was agreeable to Bhima, pierced all those war* 
riors, O king, who had been battling with Bhima. Then king 
Duryodhana urged Su^ar man 47-411 for the destruction of both 
Arjuna and Bhimasena, saying, — 0 Sugarroan, go thou quickly, 
supported by a large force !** Slay those two sons of Pandu, 
viz., Dhananjaya and Vrikodara! — Hearing these words of 
his, the Trigarta king who ruled the country called Prasthala,** 
quickly ruBhed in battle upon those two bowmen, viz., Bhima 
and Dhananjaya, and surrounded them both by many thou- 
sands of cars." Then commenced a fierce battle between 
Arjuna and the foe.’ "** 


Suction CXV. 

“Saujaya said, — ‘Arjuna covered with his straight shafts, 
the mighty car-warrior Calya who was struggling vigorously 
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in battle. 1 And he pierced Su^arman and^ Kripa with' three 
arrows each. And in that battle the Atiratka Arjuna, afflict- 
ing thy host, strack the ruler of the Prigyotishas, and Jayar 
dratha the king of the Sindhus, and Ghitrasena, and VikarnS, 
and Kritavarman, and Durparshana, O monarch, and those 
two mighty car-warriors, viz., the princes of Avanti, each 
with three arrows winged with the feathers of the Kanka 
surd the peacock.*" 1 Jayadratha, staying on the car of Chitra- 
eena, pierced Partha (in return), O Bharata, and then, with- 
out los of time, Bhima also, with his shafts.* And Calya, 
and that foremost of car-warriors, viz., Eripa, both pierced 
Jishnu, O monarch, with diverse arrows capable of pene- 
trating into the very vitals.* Thy sons headed by Chitrasens, 
O king, each quickly pierced Arjuna and Bhimasena in that 
battle, O sire, with five sharp shafts. Those two foremost of 
car-warriors however, viz., those sons of Kunti, those bulls 
of Bharata’s race, 7- * began in that battle to afflict the mighty 
host of the Trigartas. Su$arman (in return) pierced Partha 
with nine swift arrows, 9 and uttered a loud shout frightening 
the vast host (of the Pandavas). And other heroic car- 
warriors pierced Bhimasena and Dhananjaya with many 
straight-going arrows of keen points and golden wings. Amid 
these car- warriors, however, those two bulls of Bharata’s race, 
viz., the two sons of Kunti, *°' u those great car-warriors, 
looked exceedingly beautiful. And they seemed to sport amid 
them like two furious lions amid a herd of kine.** Cutting 
off in various ways the bows and arrows of many brave warriors 
in that battle, those two heroes felled the heads of combatants 
by hundreds upon hundreds.** Innumerable cars were broken, 
and steeds by hundreds were slain, and many elephants, along 
with their riders, were laid low on the field iu that dreadful 
battle. 11 And car-warriors and horsemen and elephant-riders 
in large numbers, 0 king, deprived of life, were seen moving 
in convulsions all over the field. 1 * And the earth was covered 
with slain elephants and foot-soldiers in large bands, and steeds 
deprived of life, and cars broken in diverse ways. 1 * And the 
prowess we beheld there of Partha was highly wonderful, inasr 
much as holding.in check all thoso heroes, that mighty warrior 
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caused a great slaughter. 1 * Eripa, and Kritavaman, and 
Jayadratha die ruler of the Sindhus, and Vinda and Anuvinda 
of Avanti,— these did not forsake the battle. 1 * Then that great 
bowman Bhima, and that mighty car- warrior Arjuna, began in 
that battle to rout the fierce host of the Kauravas. 1 ' The kings 
(in that army) quickly sped at Dhananjaya’s car myriads upon 
myriads and millions upon millions of arrows furnished with 
peacook feathers . 10 P&rtha, however, checking those arrows by 
means of his own arrowy showers, began to send those mighty 
oar-warriors to Tama’s abode .* 1 The great car-warrior Calya 
then, excited with wrath and as if sporting in that battle, 
struck Partha in the chest with some straight shafts of broad 
beads.** Pirtha then, cutting off by means of five shafts 
Galya’s bow and leathern fence, pierced the latter deeply* in 
the very vitals with many arrows of keen points. 1 * Taking up 
another bow capable of bearing a great strain, the ruler of the 
Madras then furiously attacked Jishnu 14 with three arrows, 
O king, and V&sudeva with five. And he struck Bhimasena 
in the arms and the chest with nine arrows.** Then Drona, 
O king, and that mighty car warrior, viz., the ruler of the 
•Mn gftdhim, commanded by Duryodhana, both came to that 
spot** where those two mighthy car-warriors, viz., Partha 
and Bhimasena, were slaughtering the mighty host of the 
Kuru king.** Jayatsena (the king of the Magadhas) then, 
O bull of Bharata’s race, pierced Bhima, that wielder of awful 
weapons in battle, with eight sharp arrows.** Bhima, however* 
pierced him (in return) with ten arrows, and once more with 
five. And with another broad-headed shaft he felled Jayatsena’s 
chari oteer from his niche in the car.*' The steeds (of bis car), 
no longer restrained, ran wildly in all directions and thus 
car-ried away the ruler of the Magadhas (from battle) in 
the sight of all the troops . 10 Meanwhile Drona, noticing 
an opening, pierced Bhimasena, O bull of Bharata’a race, 
with eight keen shafts furnished with heads shaped after the 
frog’s mouth .* 1 Bhima, however, ever delighting in battle, 
pierced the preceptor, who was worthy of paternal reverenee, 
with five broad-headed arrows, and then, O Bh&rata, with 
sixty.** Arjuna, again, piercing Sugarman with a large number 
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that battle. took place.* Day after day many mighty car-war* 
riors of thy army, excited with wrath, were despatched to the 
other world by the diadem -decked (Arjuna) with his great 
weapons.* The ever-victorious Kuru warrior Bhishma also, 
agreeably to his vow, always caused a great carnage among the 
Partha army.* O chastiser of foes, beholding Bhishma fighting' 
at the head of the Kurus, and Arjuna also fighting at the head 
of the Panchalas, we could not say truly on which side the 
victory would declare itself.* On that the tenth day of battle, 
when Bhishma and Arjuna encountered each other, awful was 
the carnage that took place. 7 On that day, O scorcher of foes, 
Cantanu’s son Bhishma, conversant with high and mighty 
weapons, repeatedly slew thousands upon thousands of warriors.* 
Many, 0 Bharata, whose names and families were not known, 
but who, endued with great bravery, were unretreating from 
battle, were on that day slain by Bhishma.* Scorching the 
Pandava army for ten days, Bhishma of virtuous soul gave up 
all desire of protecting his life. 10 Wishing his own slaughter 
presently at the head of his troops , — No more shall I slay large 
numbers of foremost of warriors ! — thought thy mighty-armed 
sire Devavrata. And seeing Yudhishthira near him, O king, he 
addressed him, saying, 11 — 0 Yudhishthira, O thou of great 
wisdom, O thou that art acquainted with every branch of learn- 
ing, listen to these righteous and heaven-leading words, O sire, 
that I say !** 0 Bharata, I no longer desire to protect, O sire, 

this body of mine ! I have passed much time in slaying large 
numbers of men in battle I 1 * If thou wishest to do what is 
agreeable to me, strive to slay me, placing Partha with the 
Panchalas and the Srinjayas at thy van l 1 * — Ascertaining this to 
be his intention, king Yudhishthira of true sight proceeded to 
battle with the Srinjayas (for his support). 1 * Then Dhrishta- 
dyumna, O king, and Pandu’s son Yudhishthira, having heard 
those words of Bhishma, urged their array on. 17 And Yudhish- 
thira said, — Advance ! Fight ! Vanquish Bhishma in battle ! 
Ye all will be protected by that conqueror of foes, viz., Jishnu of 
unbaffled aim ! And this great bowman, this generalissimo (of 
our forces), vis., the son of Prishata, as also Bhima, will assur- 
edly protect you !**' 13 Ye Srinjayas, entertain no fear today of 
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Bhishma in battle ! Without doubt, we will vanquish Bhishtna 
today, placing Cikhandin in our van l t0 — Having, on the tenth 
day of battle, made such a vow, the PandavaB, resolved to 
(conquer or) go to heaven, advanced, blinded by rage,* 1 with 
Cikhandin and Dhananjaya the son of P&ndu to the fore. 
And they made the most vigorous efforts for the overthrow of 
Bhishma.** Then diverse kings, of great might, urged by thy 
son, and accompanied by Drona and his son and a large force,** 
and the mighty Dusgksana at the head of all his uterine 
brothers, proceeded towards Bhishma staying in the midst of 
that battle.* 4 Then those brave warriors of thy army, placing 
Bhishma of high vows in their van, battled with the Parthas 
headed by Cikhandin.** Supported by the Chedis and the 
Pinchalas, the ape-bannered (Arjuna), placing Cikhandin 
ahead, proceeded towards Bhishma the son of Cantanu.** 
And the grandson of Cini battled with Drona’s son, and 
Dhrishtaketu with the descendant of Puru, and Yudhamanyu 
with thy son Duryodhana at the head of his followers.** 7 
And Virita, at the head of his forces, encountered Jayadratha 
supported by his own troops. And Vardhakshatra’s heir, 
O chastiser of foes, encountered thy son Chitrasena armed 
wild! excellent bow and arrows.f** And Yudhishthira pro* 
ceeded against the mighty bowman Calya at the head of his 
troops. And Bhimasena, well protected, proceeded against 
the elephant-division (of the Kaurava army).** And Dhrishta- 
dyumna, the prince of Pa.nchi.la, excited with fury and accom- 
panied by his brothers, proceeded against Drona, that fore- 
most of all wielders of weapons, invincible, and irresistible.*® 
That chastiser of foes, viz., prince Vrihadvala, bearing on his 
standard the device of the lion, proceeded against Subhadra’s 

* For Yudh&manyu the Bombay text reads Abhimanyu. — T. 

* Both the Bengal and the Bombay texts are here at fault. I fol- 
low the text as settled by the Burdwan Pundits. If the emendation of 
the Burdwan Pundits be rejected, 28 would read as, “Virata, at the 
bead of his forces, encountered Jayadratha supported by his own troops, 
and also Virdhaskhemi’s heir, 0 chastiser of foes 1” This would be 
evidently wrong,— T. 
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son whose standard bore the device of the KarnikcLra flower.* 1 
Thy sons, accompanied by many kings, proceeded against 
Cikhandin and Dhananjaya the son of Friths., from desire of 
slaughtering both of them.** When the combatants of both 
armies rushed against each other with awful prowess, the 
earth shook (under their tread).** Beholding Cintanu’s son in 
battle, the divisions of thy army and of the foe, O Bharata, 
became mingled with one another.** Tremendous was the din, 
.O Bharata, that arose there of those warriors burning with 
rage and rushing against each other. And it was heard on 
all sides, O king.** With the blare of conchs and the leonine 
shouts of the soldiers, the uproar became awful.** The splen- 
dour, equal to that of either the Sun or the Moon, of brace- 
lets and diadems of all the heroic kings, became dimmed.** 
And the dust that rose looked like a cloud, the flash of 
bright weapons constituting its lightning. And the twang 
of bows, the whizz of arrows, the blare of conchs, the loud 
beat of drums, and the rattle of cars, of both the armies, con- 
stituted the fierce roar of those clouds. ***** And the welkin, 
over the field of battle, in consequence of the bearded darts, 
the javelins, the swords and showers of arrows of both armies^ 
was darkened. 40 And car- warriors, and horsemen felled horse- 
men, in that dreadful battle. And elephants killed elephants, 
and foot-soldiers slew foot-soldiers. 41 And the battle that took 
place there for Bhishma’s sake, between the Kurus and the 
P&ndavas, O tiger among men, was fierce in the extreme, 
like that between two hawks for a piece of flesh. 4 * Engaged 
in battle, that encounter between those combatants desirous 
of slaughtering and vanquishing one another, was extremely 
dreadful !” 4 * 


Section CXVII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Abhimanyu, 0 king, displaying his prow- 
ess for the sake of Bhishraa, fought with thy son who was 
supported by a large force. 1 Then Duryodhana, excited with 
wrath, struck Abhimanyu in the chest with nine straight 
arrows, and once more with three,* Then, in that battle, 
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Arj una's son, inflamed with wrath, hurled at Duryodhana's 
oar a terrible dart resembling the sister of Death herself.* 
Thy son, however, that mighty car-warrior, O king, with 
a broad-headed arrow of great sharpness, cut off in twain that 
dart of terrible force coursing towards him with great spead. 4 
Beholding that dart of his drop down on the earth, Arjuna’a 
Wrathful son pierced Duryodhana with three shafts in his 
arms and chest.* And once more, 0 chief of the Bharatas, 
that mighty car-warrior of Bharata’s race struck the Kura 
king with ten fierce shafts in the centre of his chest.* And 
the battle, O Bharata, that took place between those two 
heroes, viz., Subhadra’s son and that bull of Kuru’s race, the 
former fighting for compassing Bhishma’s death and the latter 
for Arjunas defeat, was fierce and interesting to behold, and 
gratifying to the senses, and was applauded by all the kings. 7 "* 
That bull among Brahmanas and chastiser of foes, viz., the 
son of Drona, excited with wrath in that battle, forcibly struck 
Satyaki in the chest with a fierce arrow. 9 The grandson of 
Cini also, that hero of immeasurable soul, struck the precep- 
tors son in every vital limb with nine shafts winged with the 
feathers of the Kanka bird. 1 * A^watthaman then, in that 
battle, struck Satyaki (in return) with nine shafts, and onca 
more, quickly, with thirty, in his arms and chest. 11 Then that 
great bowman of the Satwata race, possessed of great fame, 
deeply pierced by Drona's son, pierced the latter (in return) 
with three arrows. 1 * The mighty car-warrior Faurava, cover- 
ing Dhrishtaketu in that battle with his shafts, mangled that 
great bowman exceedingly. 18 The mighty car-warrior Dhrish- 
taketu, endued with great strength, quickly pierced the former 
with thirty arrows. 14 Then the mighty car-warrior Faurava 
cut off Dhrishtaketu’s bow, and uttering a loud shout, pierced 
him with whetted shafts. 15 Dhrishtaketu then, taking up 
another bow, pierced Paurava, 0 king, with three and seventy 
shafts of great sharpness. 18 Those two great bowmen and 
•mighty car- warriors, both of gigantic stature, pierced each 
other with showers of arrows. 17 Each succeeded in cutting off 
the other’s bow, and each slew the other’s steeds. And both 
of them, thus deprived of their ears, then encountered each 
- f 54 I 
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other in a battle with swords. 19 And each took up a beautiful 
shield made of bull’s bide and decked with a hundred moons 
and graced with a hundred stars. And each of them also 
took up a polished sword of brilliant lustre, And thus equipfc, 
they rushed, O king, at each other, like two lions in the deep- 
forest, both seeking the companionship of the same lioness in 
her season. 19 "* 0 They wheeled in beautiful circles, advanced 
and retreated, and displayed other movements, seeeking to 
strike each other.* 1 Then Paurava, excited with wrath, ad- 
dressed Dhrishtaketu, saying, — Wait , Wait , — and struck him 
on the frontal bone with that large scimitar of his.** The 
king of the Chedis also, in that battle, struck Paurava, that 
bull among men, on his shoulder-joint, with his large scimitar 
of sharp edge.** Those two repressers of foes, thus encounter- 
ing each other in dreadfull battle and thus striking each other, 
O king, both fell down on the field.* 4 Then thy son Jayatsena, 
taking Paurava up on his car, removed him from the field of 
battle on that vehicle.* 4 And as regards Dhrishtaketu, the 
valiant and heroic Sahadeva, the son of Madri, possessed of 
great prowess, bore him away from the field.* 4 

“ ‘Chitrasena, having pierced Sutjarman with many arrows 
made wholly of iron, once more pierced him with sixty arrows* 
and once more with nine.* 7 Su 9 arman, however, excited with 
wrath in battle, pierced thy son, O king, with hundreds of 
arrows. 14 Chitrasena then, 0 monarch, excited with rage, 
pierced his adversary with thirty straight shafts. Su^arman, 
however, pierced Chitrasena again in return. 4 * 9 

“ Tn that battle for the destruction of Bhisbma, Subha- 
dra s son, enhancing his fame and honor, fought with prince 
.Vrihadvala, 40 putting forth his prowess for aiding (his sire) 
Partha then proceeding towards Bhishma’s front. The ruler of 
the Ko^alas, having pierced the son of Arjuna with five shafts 
made of iron, 41 once more pierced him with twenty straight 
shafts. Then the son of Subhadra pierced the ruler of the 
Kogalas with eight shafts made wholly of iron. 4 * He suc- 


* This Sugarman was not the king of the Trigartas but another 

person who was on the Panda va side.-T, 
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seeded not, however, in making the ruler of the Kogalas to 
tremble, and, therefore, he once more pierced him with many 
arrows. And Phalguna’s son then cub off Vrihadvala's bow,** 
and struck him again with thirty arrows winged with the 
feathers of the Kanka bird. Prince Vrihadvala then, taking 
up another bow,** angrily pierced the son of Phalguna in 
that battle with many arrows. Verily, 0 scorcher of -foes, the 
battle, for Bhishma’s sake, that took place between them, both 
excited with rage and both conversant with every mode of 
fight, was like the encounter of Vali and Vasava in days of 
eid on the occasion of the battle between the gods and the 

‘Bhimasena, fighting against the elephant-division, look- 
ed highly resplendent like Cakra armed with the thunder 
after splitting large mountains.* I? Indeed, elephants, huge 
as hills, slaughtered by Bhimasena in battle, fell down in 
numbers on the field, filling the earth with their shrieks. 8 * 
Resembling massive heaps of antimony, and of mountain- 
like proportions, those elephants with frontal globes split 
©pen, lying prostrate on the earth, seemed like mountains 
strewn over the earths surface. 89 The mighty bowman Yud* 
hishthira, protected by a large force, afflicted the ruler of 
the Madras, encountering him in that dreadful battle. 40 The 
ruler of the Madras, in return, displaying his prowess for the 
sake of Bhishma, afflicted the son of Dharma, that mighty 
car-warrior, in battle. 41 The king of the Sindhus, having 
pierced Virata with nine straight arrows of keen points, once 
more struck him with thirty. 49 Virata, however, O king, 
that commander of a large division, struck Jayadratha in the 
centre of his chest with thirty shafts of keen points. 4 * The 
ruler of the Matsyas and the ruler of the Sindhus, both armed 
with beautiful bows and beautiful scimitars, both decked with 
handsome coats of mail and weapons and standards, and both 
of beautiful forms, looked resplendent in that battle. 44 

“ ‘Drona, encountering Dhrishtadyumna the prince of fcher 

* Both the Bengal and the Bombay texts have Rathdnika . Tb* 

correct reading* as settled by the Burdwan Pundits, is Qajdnik<k— T. 
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Pancbalas in dreadful battle, fought fiercely with his straight 
shafts . 44 Then Drona, O king, having cut off the large bo w 
of Prishata’s son, pierced him deeply with fifty arrows. 46 . Then 
that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the son of Frishata, taking 
up another bow, sped at Drona who was contending with him, 
many arrows . 47 The mighty car-warrior Drona, however, 
out off all those arrows, striking them with his own. And 
then Drona sped at Drupada’s son five fierce shafts . 44 Then 
that slayer of hostile heroes, viz., the son of Prishata, excited 
with rage, hurled at Drona in that battle a mace resembling 
the rod of Death himself . 46 Drona, however, with fifty arrows 
checked that mace decked with gold as it coursed impetuously 
towards him , 40 Thereupon that mace, cut into fragments, O 
king, by those shafts shot from Drona's bow, fell down on the 
earth . 11 Then that scorcher of foes, viz., the son of Prishata, 
beholding his mace baffled, hurled at Drona an excellent dart 
made wholly of iron . 44 Drona, however, O Bharata, cut that 
dart with nine shafts in that battle, and then afflicted that 
great bowman, viz., the son of Prishata . 44 Thus took place, 
Q king, that fierce and awful battle between Drona and the 
son of Prishata, for the sake of Bhishma . 44 

“ ‘Arjuna, getting at the son of GangS,, afflicted him with 
many arrows of keen points, and rushed at him like an 
infuriate elephant in the forest upon another . 44 King Bhaga- 
datta, however, of great prowess then rushed at Arjuna, and 
checked bis course in battle with showers of arrows . 44 Arjuna 
then, in that dreadful battle, pierced Bhagadatta’s elephant 
coming towards him, with many polished arrows of iron, that 
were all bright as silver and furnished with keen points . 47 
The son of Kunti, meanwhile, O king, urged Cikhandin, say-* 
ing, — Proceed, proceed, towards Bhishma , and slay him /••— 
Then, O elder brother of Pandu, the ruler of the Pragyo* 
tish&s, abandoning that son of Pandu, quickly proceeded, 
O king, against the car of Drupada . 16 Then Arjuna, O' 
monarch, speedily proceeded towards Bhishma, placing Cikban- 
din ahead. And then there took place a fierce battle , 40 
for all the brave combatants of thy army rushed with great 
vigor against Arjuna, uttering loud shouts, And all thin 
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seemed extremely wonderful. 61 Like the wind dispersing in 
summer masses of clouds in the welkin, Arjuna dispersed, Q 
king, all those diverse divisions of thy sons. 62 Cikhandin, 
however, without any anxiety, coming up at the grandsire of 
the Bbaratas, quickly pierced him with a great many arrows. 1 * 
As regards Bhishma, his car was then his fire-chamber. His 
bow was the flame of that fire. And swords and darts and 
maces constituted the fuel of that fire. And the showers 
of arrows he shot were the blazing sparks of that fire with 
which he was then consuming Kshatriyas in that battle. 64 As 
a raging conflagration with constant supply of fuel, wandereth 
amid masses of dry grass when aided by the wind, so did 
Bhishma blaze up with his flames, scattering his celestial 
weapons. 6 * And the Kuru hero slew the Somakas that follow- 
ed Partha in that battle. Indeed, that mighty car-warricfr 
checked also the other forces of Arjuna, 66 by means of his 
straight and whetted shafts furnished with wings of gold. 
Filling in that dreadful battle a 11 the points of the compass, 
cardinal and subsidiary, with his leonine shouts, Bhishma* 7 
felled many car-warriors, 0 king, (from their cars) and many 
Steeds along with their riders. And he caused large bodies 
of cars to look like forests of palmyras shorn of their leafy 
heads. 6 * That foremost of all wi elders of weapons,, in that 
battle, deprived cars and steeds and elephants, of their riders. 6 * 
Hearing the twang of his bow and the slap of his palms, 
both resembling the roll of thunder, the troops, 0 king, 
trembled all over the field. 70 The shafts, 0 chief of men, of 
thy sire were never bootless as they fell. Indeed, shot from 
Bhishma’s bow they never foil only touching the bodies of the 
foe (but pierced them through in every case). 71 We saw crowds 
of cars, 0 king, deprived of riders, but unto which were yoked 
fleet steeds, dragged on all sides with the speed of the wind.l* 
Full fourteen thousand great car-warriors of noble parentage, 
prepared to lay down their lives, unrefcreating, and brave, 
and possessed of standards decked with gold, belonging to the 
Chedis, the Ka<;is, and the Karushas, approaching Bhishma} 
that hero who resembled the Destroyer himself with wider 
ojpen mouth, were despatched to the other world, with their 
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steeds, cars and elephants. There was not, 0 king, a single* 
great car-warrior among the Somakas, who, having approached 
Bhishma in that battle, returned with life from that engage- 
ment. Beholding Bhishma’s prowess, people regarded all those 
warriors (who approached him) as already despatched to the 
abode of the King of the Dead. Indeed, no car-warrior ven- 
tured to approach Bhishma in battle/*' 77 except the heroic 
Arjuna having white steeds (yoked unto his car) and owning 
Krishna for his charioteer, and Cikhandin, the prince of P&n- 
ch&la, of immeasurable energy.’ ” 7 * 


Section CXVIII. 

“Sanjaya said, — ‘Cikhandin, O bull among men, approach- 
ing Bhishma in battle, struck him in the centre of the chest 
with ten broad-headed arrows. 1 The son of Gangs, however, O 
Bhsrata, only looked at Cikhandin with eyes blazing with wrath 
and as if consuming the Panchala prince with that look.* Re- 
membering his femininity, 0 king, Bhishma, in the very sight 
of all, struck him not. Cikhandin, however, understood it 
not.* Then Arjuna, O monarch, addressed Cikhandin, saying, — 
Rush quickly and slay the grandsire ! 4 What needst thou say, 

0 hero ? Slay the mighty car-warrior Bhishma ! I do not see 
any other warrior in Yudhishthira’s army* who is competent 
to fight with Bhishma in battle, save thee, O tiger among men ! 

1 say this truly S' — Thus addressed by Partha, Cikhandin, 0 
bull of Bharata’s race, quickly covered the grandsire with 
diverse kinds of weapons. 7 Disregarding those shafts, thy sire 
Devavrata began, with his shafts, to check the angry Arjuna 
only in that battle.* And that mighty car-warrior, O sire, 
began also to despatch, with his shafts of keen-points, the whole 
army of the Pandavas to the other world.* The P&ndavas also, 
O king, after the same manner, supported by their vast host, 
began to overwhelm Bhishma like the clouds covering the 
maker of day. 10 O bull of Bharata’s race, surrounded on all 
sides, that Bharata hero consumed many brave warriors iu that 
battle like a raging conflagration in the forest (consuming 
numberles trees); 11 The prowess that we then beheld there 
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of thy son (Dus<jasana) was wonderful, inasmuch as he battled 
With Pirtha and protected the grandsire at the same time. 1 * 
With that feat of thy son Dus^sana, that illustrious bowman, 
all the people there were highly gratified. 1 * Alone he battled 
with all the Parthas having Arjuna amongst them ; and he 
fought with such vigor that the Pindavas were unable to resist 
him. 14 Many car-warriors were in that battle deprived of 
their cars by Dus^sana. And many mighty bowmen on horse- 
back and many mighty-warriors, elephant, 11 pierced with 
Dusgisana’s keen shafts, fell down on the earth. And many 
elephants, afflicted with his shafts, ran away in all directions. 11 
As a fire fiercely blazeth forth with bright flames when fed 
With fuel, so did thy son blaze forth, consuming the Pandava 
host. 17 And no car- warrior, 0 Bharata, of the Pandava host 
ventured to vanquish or even proceed against that warrior of 
gigantic proportions, 11 save Indras son (Arjuna) owning white 
steeds and having Krishna for his charioteer. Then Arjuna 
called also Vijaya, vanquishing Dus^sana in battle, O king, 11 
in the very sight of all the troops, proceeded against Bhishma. 
Though vanquished, thy son, however, relying upon the might 
of Bhishma's arms ,*• repeatedly comforted his own side and 
battled with the Pindavas with great fierceness, Arjuna, O 
king, fighting with his foes in that battle, looked exceedingly 
resplendent. 11 * Then Cikhandin, in that battle, O king, 
pierced the grandsire with many arrows whose touch resembled 
that of the bolts of heaven and which were as fatal as the 
poison of the snake. 11 These arrows, however, 0 monarch, 
caused thy sire little pain, for the son of Ganga received them 
laughingly. 11 Indeed, as a person afflicted with heat cheer- 
fully receives torrents of rain, even so did the son of Gangi 
receive those arrows of Cikhandin. 14 And the Kshatriyas 
there, O king, beheld Bhishma in that great battle as a being 
of fierce visage who was incessantly consuming the troops of 
the high-souled Pindavas. 11 


* Both the Bongal and the Bombay texts read Arjunas in the 
fecond line of 21. The Burdwan Pundits are for correcting it as 
Arjumm. 1 do not think the correction happy.— T. 








